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ask, also, whether, applying the prece-
t of Mr. Finlay’s elaim upon the Greek
ernment to the present case, the noble
1 was prepared to say that, supposing
» expulsion to have taken place merely
wuse of the religious profession of those
ies, or merely because it was thought
pedient to gratify the wishes of a por-
1 of the Roman Catholic Church in
tria, this was not a case demanding the
t exact attention and serutiny at the
nds of Her Majesty’s Government, and
» most ample reparation at the hands of
» Austrian Government ¢

Lozp JOHN RUSSELL replied, that
sre was so far truth in the statement of
> hon. and learned Gentleman, that cer-
in persons, ministers of the Scotch Free
urch, who were residing in the Aus-
fan territories, for the purpose of the
version of the Jews to the Christian
ith, had been expelled from those terri-
ies, Those persons stated that they
not attempted to make proselytes
om the Roman Catholic to the Protestant
ith, but that their sole endeavour was to
ymote Christianity among the Jewish
pulation, They certainly seemed to
ve been persons who entirely separated
mselves from any political associations
proceedings whatever. But when the
yn. and learned Member asked him whe-
r liberty of conscience was secured by
= ancient laws of Hungary, and the
nsfitution of 1848, he (Lord John Rus-
ll) could only state that it was well
yown that the ancient laws of Hun-
ry were exceedingly favourable to re-
rious. freedom, and so, he believed, was
constitution of 1848: but these laws
at present no effect in Hungary,
1 the Austrian Government had thought
oper to repeal the constitution. Her
ajesty’s Government had not at present
ormation of the grounds upon which the
s that the question referred to had
'n taken; but upon representation made
Lord Granville, he had addressed a
mmunication upon the subject to Her
sjesty’s Minister at Vienna, He (Lord
n Russell) was not able to state whe-
r the proceedings of the Austrian Go-
ment had been against the present
nicipal laws of the Austrian empire, or
atrary to international rights; but un-
btedly, the case called for explanation,
om the hardship of the sudden expulsion
innocent persons, and their considerable
s of property in consequence of that
yulsion.
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THE HOLMFIRTH CATASTROPHE,

Mr. SANDARS gave notice that on
Monday he would ask the Secretary of
State for the Home Department whether
it was his intention to institute an inquiry
into the frightful loss of life which had
recently occurred at Holmfirth, and whe-
ther any funds would be made available on
behalf of the sufferers ?

Sk GEORGE GREY said, he was 1n
a condition to answer the question at once.
He had received from the magistrates an
aceount of the appalling calamity to which
the hon. Member referred, and they stated
that an inquest had been begun on some
of the bodies that had been found, and
they requested the Government to send a
competent engineer to attend the adjourned
inquest, and to make previous inquiries as
to the cause of the accident; they also
stated something as to another reservoir,
with respect to which they thought inves-
tigation desirable. A gentleman had ac-
cordingly been directed to go down and
watch the proceedings, and render any
assistance to the magistrates that he could.
With regard to the last part of the ques-
tion, he could not hold out hopes of any
assistance from the public money; and he
trusted that the case would be amply met
by public subseriptions.

INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT.

Mr. LABOUCHERE moved for leave
to bring in a Bill to carry into effect cer-
tain provisions contained in the Copyright
Treaty with France, and said, that inas-
much as this Bill contained a prineiple of
legislation novel to the House, it would
perhaps be deemed proper that he should
in a very few words explain what that
principle; or extension of principle, was.
The House were aware that by an Act
passed in 1838 the subject of interna-
tional copyright generally was raised. By
that Act (1L & 2 Viet. ¢. 59) it was pro-
vided that the Crown might, by an Order
in Couneil, give to books, prints, music,
and similar articles from foreign countries
the same privileges of copyright as were
enjoyed in this country, provided those
foreign countries conceded reciprocal pri-
vileges. By an Aect passed in 1844, en-
titled the International Copyright Amend-
ment Act (7 Viet. ¢. 12), these powers
were extended to articles of sculpture, and
other works of art. In these enactments
original works only were included, trans-
lations being expressly exeluded. In order
to procurc the benefits of these enact-
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ments, treaties had been entered into with
Prussia, Saxony, and some other States on
the Continent; and we were at this mo-
ment in eommunication with Bavaria on
the same subject. Gentlemen who had
paid attention to this subject were aware
that for a long time negotiations had been
going on between this country and France
upon the question of international copy-
right, but that the various proposals of the
two countries had not hitherto terminated in
any satisfactory arrangement. The French
Government, however, had recently sent
over a gentleman to this country, specially
commissioned to negociate with the Go-
vernment on the terms on which the regu-
lation could be relaxed; and the result of
communications with that gentleman was
the treaty between the two Governments,
a copy of which had been laid on the table
of the House. It was to enable the Go-
vernment to carry out certain stipulations
in that treaty that he now moved for leave
to bring in the present Bill. By this
treaty various extensions of powers were
proposed to be made in the Aet of 1844,
but as they were of a trifling description,
he would not dwell upon them at length,
contenting himself with a reference to the
more important principle contained in the
Bill to which he had already adverted.
He would at once proceed to state what
that principle was. It had been strongly
pressed upon the Government by France
that we should extend the protection now
confined to original works to translations
of works: and after some discussion the
British Government agreed to that pro-
posal, with certain restrictions and modi-
fications. It was now intended to give
protection to the authorised translation of
the original work,. on certain terms. It
seemed to him unjust and improper to
place translations on the same, or anything
like the same, footing as original publica-
tions, for he thought there was a plain
distinetion between them. It might, in-
deed, be contended that a tramslation,
being the result of a new application of
original labour, should be considered as an
independent work, and under certain cir-
cumstances he thought that was so. Trans-
lations of works of imagination and poems,
even of works of fietion (for instance, one
of Sir Walter Scott's novels), must, it
was clear, be very imperfect, if they had
not in a great degree the merit of the
original works. On the other hand, there
. was a class of works purely historical and
scientific, as Humboldt’s Cosmos (which

{COMMONS}

Copyright.

had been translated by various persons
England), the translations of which
little more than mere reproductions of
original work, by a merely mechans
operation. Taking all these questions is
consideration, it appeared to the Gove
ment that it would not be right to ace
to the proposal of the French Governm
or to grant a very extended protection
translations; but that it might be }
that it would be a great advantage to
author of the original work, and that
general advantages of the arrangem
would more than counterbalance any
conveniences which might arise from i
for a certain limited period protection
given to the authorised translation of
original work. It was agreed, thereft
that for a period of five years the au
of an original work, published in ei
country, should be entitled to proteets
for the translation which he himself
thorised, provided that at the time he p
lished the original he announced on
title-page of such first publication his
tention of protecting the translation,
that the latter was published within a e
tain limited period after the former.

was the principal provision of the I
which would, however, not only enable &
Government to carry out the convents
into which they had entered with Fran
but would enable them to make simi
conventions with other Powers; for it
clear that the law on the subject should
of universal application; and that 1if
entered into a convention of this kind
France we should be prepared to m
similar conventions with all other cq
tries who were willing to enter into the
The measure would also extend the po
of the Crown, and might lead to fut
negotiations with such other countries
should be desirous to make arrangeme
similar to those which had been ente
into with France. The Bill, in fact,
only carried into effect the convention
France, but must also be regarded
sort of complement to the measure

1844,

Viscount MAHON said, that, so
from offering any opposition to the p
sition of the right hon. Gentleman,
thought, on the contrary, that he
entitled to the thanks of the public for
care he had bestowed on the subject.
thought also that the thanks of the pa
and more especially of men of letters,
due to the noble Lord the Member
Tiverton (Viscount Palmerston),

Mr. Labouchere
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administration of the Foreign Office
treaty was entered into.. He thought
right Lion. Gentleman had taken a just
of the subject of translations; it was
subject of difficulty—for while, on the
hand, translations could not elaim to
put on a footing with original works,
the other hand, he concurred with him
t they were entitled to some degree of
stection. There was an obvious advan-
ge to the public in such a course.  They
1 an example in the case of the work
t had been cited by the right hon. Gen-
mnan, Humboldt’s Cosmos; it was a
ictly scientifie work, without any room
the play of faney, or for any especial
icity of diction; but yet, even in a work
this kind there was a great difference
the degree of merit of the various
anslations of it, and the popular accept-
ce of such a work must depend upon the
lelity with which the translation of the
ork may have been ‘executed. It was of
vantage to the public that there should
one translation that should come for-
rd under the auspices of the author of
¢ original work, and that they should
ive to the author of the original work
me interest in providing an authorised
nslation. On that ground he thought
right hon, Gentleman had taken a just
tew of the subjeet, or had fixed a proper

med five years as the time of vested
ght in translations; and he trusted there
suld be no division of opinion as to the
ality of passing this Bill. His learned
riend Mr. Justice Talfourd introduced
2 Bill on the subject, and when he
ased to be a Member of the House that
I came into his (Viscount Mahon’s)
ds; but he (Viscount Mahon) and Mr.
tice Talfourd both felt they could not
mplete the subject in a satisfactory man-

» that some progress had been made
ards effecting that object; and he was
ious to elicit from the right hon. Gen-
man in what condition they stood with
pect to other countries besides those
ich he had mentioned. There were two
tries of especial importance—Belgium,
ich, from its geographical position and
mufactures, was able to compete in
ny respects with great advantage with
gland and France; and there was
her country of still more importance—
United States of America. In con-
sence of the affinity of race and of
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language, there was no country with which
it was more desirable that they should
come to a good understanding with regard

iod, for the present at least, when he:,

© without the aid of a treaty respecting |
ernational copyright. He rejoiced to |

to copyright, or any other subject, than
the United States of America. He had
reason to believe, from communications
from that country, that there was now
(what there was not at a former period)
a growing wish for the establishment of
a system of copyright between the two
countries ; and he hoped that the negotia-
tions on that subject would now have a
happier issue than at a former period. He
wished to know from the right hon. Gentle-
man if any negotiations were in progress
between those countries to which he had
referred, or whether he could hold out to
them the expectation of establishing such
negotiations on the passing of this Bill 2

Mr. LABOUCHERE could only say,
in answer to the question of the noble
Lord, that at present he was not aware
of any negotiations going on with any
country but the one he had already ad-
verted to; but it was the intention of Go-
vernment, when this Bill should become
law, to communicate the law as it should
then stand to the various countries of the
world, especially to the United States,
and to urge upon them the subject, in
order that a negotiation might be entered
mto that would lead to a satisfactory con-
clusion.

Leave given, Bill ordered to be brought
in by Mr. Labouchere and Mr. Aitorney
General.

PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION
(SCOTLAND),

The LORD ADVOCATE moved for
leave to bring in a Bill to extend the Right
of Voting for Members of Parliament,
and to amend the Laws relating to the
Representation of the People in Scotland.
The learned Lord said that the provisions
of this Bill would be so nearly identical
with those of the Bill moved the other
night, by the noble Lord at the head of
the Government for England, that he need
not detain the House with many observa-
tions. There was a topie, however, to
which he could not help adverting. Tt
was the good fortune of his noble Friend
who introduced the English Bill, not only
to have introduced and witnessed through-
out its whole career the results of the
first measure of reform, but also to have
been the instrument of introducing the
second measure, which was intended to

extend it. In regard to reform in Scot-




