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AL,

12 March 1844.—7 VicrT.

B I L L

To amend the Law relating to International

Copyright.

[Note.—The Werds printed in Jtalics are proposed to be inserted
in the Committee.]

HEREIS by an Act passed in the Session of Parliament preamble:
held in the first and second years of the reign oi Her ;g 2 vict
present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for securing to Autbors in
certain cases the Benefit of International Copyright,” (and which Act
5 is hereinafter, for the sake of perspicuity, designated as  The Inter-
national Copyright Act”), Her Majesty was empowered, by Order in
Council, to direct that the authors of books which should after a future
time, to be specified in such Ofder in Council, be published in any
foreign country, to be specified in such Order in Council, and their
10 executors, administrators and assigns, should have the sole liberty of
printing and reprinting such books within the British Dominions for
such term as Her Majesty should by such Order in Council direct, not
' exueedmg ihe term which authors, being British subjects, were
then, (that is to say) at the time of passing the said Act,
15 entttled to, in respect of books first published in the United
ngdum and the said Act contains divers cnactments securing
to authors and their representatives the Copyright in the books
ti:; which any such Order in Council should extend :

And whereas an Act was passed in the Session of Parliament held
20 in the fifth and sixth years of the reign of Her present Majesty, inti- 5 & 6 Vict.

tuled, “ An Act to amend the Law of Copyright,” (and which Act B
is hereinafter, for the sake of perspicuity, designated as * The
Copyright Amendment Act’), repealing various Acts therein men-
tioned relating to the Copyrighi of printed books, and extending,
defining and securing to authors and their representatives the
Copyright of books:
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And whereas an Act was passed in the Session of Parliament held
in the third and fourth years of the reign of his late Majesty King
WirrLiam the Fourth, intituled, *“ An Act to amend the Laws relating
to Dramatic Literary Property,” (and which Act is herereinafier,
for the sake of perspicuity, designated as “ The Dramatic Literary
Property Act,”) whereby the sole liberty of representing or causing
to be represented any dramatic piece in any place of dramatic
entertainment in any part of the British Dominions, which should
be composed and not printed or published by the author thereof
or his assignee, was secured to such author or his assigunee;
and by the said Act it was enacted, that the author of any
such production which should thereafter be printed and pub-
lished, or his assignee, should have the like sole liberty of repre-
sentation until the end of Twenty-eight Years from the first pub-
lication thereof :

And whereas by the said Copyright Amendment Act the provi-
sions of the said Dramatic Literary Property Act and of the said
Copyright Amendment Act were made applicable to Musical Com-
positions ; and it was thereby also enacted, that the sole liberty of
representing or performing, or causing or permitting to be represented
or performed, in any part of the British Dominions any dramatic piece
or musical composition should endurc and be the property of the
author thereof and his assigns for the term in the said Copyright
Amendment Act provided for the duration of the Copyright in
books, and that the provisions therein enacted in respect of the pro-
perty of such Copyright should apply to the liberty of representing
or performing any dramatic piece or musical composition:

And whereas under or by virtue of the four severzl Acts next
hereinafter mentioned ; (that is to say) an Act passed in the eighth
year of the reign of his late Majesty King Georee the Second,
intituled, “ An Act for the Encouragement of the Arts of designing,
engraving and etching historical and other Prints, by vesting the
Properties thereof in the Inventors or Engravers during the time
therein mentioned ;” an Act passed in the seventh year of his late
Majesty King G EorcE the Third, intituled, * An Act to amend and
render more effectual an Act made in the eighth year of the reign
of King GeorGce the Second, for Encouragement of the Arts of
designing, engraving and etching historical and other Prints, and
for vesting in and securing to Jane Hogarth, Widow, the Preperty in
certain Prints;” an Act passed in the seventeenth year of the reign
of his late Majesty King GEorcE the Third, intituled, “ An Act for
more effectually securing the Property of Prints to Inventors and
Engravers, by enabling them to sue for and reccver Penalties in

“%; 7 Will.4, certain Cases;"’ and an Act passed in the Session of Parliament held
C. . .
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in the sixth and seventh years of the reign of his lute Majesty King
Wirriasm the Fourth, intituled, “ An Act to extend the Protection
of Copyright in Prints and Engravings to Ireland ;” (and which said
four several Acts are hereinafter, for the sake of perspicuity, desig-
nated as the Engraving Copyright Acts;) every person who invents
or designs, engraves, etches or works in Mezzotinto or Chiaro-oscuro,
or from his own work, design or invention, causes or procures to be
designed, engraved, etched or worked in Mezzotinto or Chiaro-oscuro
any historical print or prints, or any print or prints of any portrait,
conversation, landscape or arclitecture, map, chart or plan, or any
other print or prints w hatsoever; and every person whoengraves, etches
or works in Mezzotinto or Chiaro-oscuro, or causes to be engraved,
etched or worked any print taken from any picture, drawing, model
or sculpture, either ancient or modern, notwithstanding such print
shall not have been graven or drawn from the original design of such
graver, etcher or draftsman, is entitled to the Copyright of such print
for the term of Twenty-eight years from the first publishing thereof;
and by the said several Engraving Copyright Aects it is provided,
that the name of the proprietor shall be truly enyraved on each
plate, and printed on every such print, and remedies are provided
for the infringement of such Copyright :

And whereas under and by virtue of an Act passed in the thirty-
eighth year of the reign of his late Majesty King GEorGE the Third,
intituled, “ An Act for encouraging the Art of making new Models
and Casts of Busts and other Things therein mentioned,” and of an
Act passed in the fifty-fourth year of the reign of his late Majesty
King Georce the Third, intituled, “ An Act to amend and render
more effectual an Act of his present Majesty for eacouraging the
Art of making new Models and Casts of Busts and other Things
therein mentioned, and for giving further Encouragement to such
Arts,” (and which said Acts are for the sake of perspicuity herein-
after designated as the Sculpture Copyright Acts,) every person who
makes or causes to be made any new and original Sculpture, or
model, or copy, or cast of the human figure, any bust or part
of the human figure clothed in drapery or otherwise ; any animal
or part of any animal combined with the human figure or other-
wise ; any subject being matter of invention in Sculpture; any Alto
or Basso Relievo, representing any of the matters aforesaid; or any
cast from nature of the human figure or part thereof, or of any
animal or part thereof; or of any such subject representing any of
the matters aforesaid, whether separate or combined, is entitled to
the Copyright in such new and original Sculpture, model, copy and
cast, for Fourteen Years from first putting forth and publishing the
same, and for an additional period of Fourteen Years in case the ori-
ginal maker is living at the end of the first period; and by the

101, A2 said

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (¢) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.

a8 Geo. 3,
c (1

54 Geo. 3,
c. bb.



ltepu.lnfln-
Coprnsht

2.
Hﬂ' Ml]ﬂtj',

(.{uncﬂ

i“ﬁ";‘w‘f,‘i
ut c.
of Books,
Prints and
;ﬂmﬂdﬂ of
ﬁmﬁhhed

assigns, shall

L

have a Copy-
right in such

Books within
Her Majesty’s
Dominions.

(4 )

said Acts it is provided, that the name of the proprietor, with the
date of the publication thereof, is to be put on all such Sculptures,
models, copies and casts, and remedies are provided for the in-
fringement of such Copyright.

And whereas the powers vested in Her Majesty by the said
International Copyright Act are insufficient to enable Her Majesty
to confer upon authors of books first published in foreign countries
Copyright of the like duration, and with the like remedies for the
infringement thereof, which are conferred and provided by the said
Copyright Amendment Act with respect to authors of books first
published in the British Dominions; and the said International
Copyright Act does not empower Her Majesty to confer any exclu-
sive right of representing or performing dramatic pieces or musical
compositions first published in foreign countries upon the authors
thereof, nor to extend the privilege of Copyright to Prints and
Sculpture first published abroad ; and it is expedient to vest increased
powers in Her Majesty in this respect, and for ihat purpose to
repeal the said International Copyright Act, and ¢« zive such other
powers to Her Majesty, and to make such further provisions as are
hereinafter contained ;

BE it therefore Enacted, by The QUEEN’s most Excellent
Majsesty, by and with the Advice and Coasent of the Lords
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parlia-
ment assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT the
said recited Act, herein “esignated as the International Copyright
Act, shall be and the same is hereby repealed.

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for Her Majesty, by
; any Order of Her Majesty in Council, to direct, that as respects all
or any particular class or classes of the following works, (namely),
Books, Prints, articles of Sculpture, and other Works of Art to be
defined in such Order, which shall after a future time, to be
specified in such Order, be first published in any foreign country
to be named in such Order, the authors, inventors, designers,
engravers and makers thereof respectively, their respective executors,
administrators and assigns, shall have the privilege of Copyright
therein during such period or respective periods as shall he
defined in such Order, not exceeding, however, as to any of
the above-mentioned works, the term of Copyright which authors,
inventors, designers, engravers and makers of the like works res-
pective y first published in the United Kingdom may be then entitled
to under the hereinbefore recited Acts respectively, or under any
Acts which may hereafter be passed in that behalf.

And
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And be it Enacted, That in case any such Order shall apply to
books, all and singular the enactments of the said Copyright
Amendinent Act, and of any other Act for the time being in force
with relation to the copyright in books first published in this
country, shall, from and after the time so to be specified in that
behalf in such Order, and subject to such limitation as to the dura-
tion of the Copyright as shall be therein contained, apply to and
be in force in respect of the books to which such Order shall extend,
and which shall have been registered as hereinafter is provided, in
such and the same manner as if such books were first published in
the United Kingdom, save and except such of the said enactments,
or such parts thereof as shall be excepted in such Order, and save
and except such of the said enactments as relate to the delivery
of copies of books at the British Museum, and to or for the use of

the other libraries mentioned in the said Copyright Amendment
Act.

And be it Enacted, That in case any such Order shall apply to
Prints, articles of Sculpture, or to any such other works of art as
aforesaid, all and singular the enactments of the said Engraving
Copyright Acts and the said Sculpture Copyright Acts, or of any
cther Act for the time being in force with relation to the Copyright
in Prints or articles of Sculpture first published in this country,
and of any Act for the time being in force with relation to the
Copyright in any similar works of art first published in this country,
shall, from and after the time so to be specified in that behalf in
such Order, and subject to such limitation as to the duration of
the Copyright as shall be therein contained, respectively apply to and
be in force in respect of the Prints, articles of Sculpture, and other
works of art to which such Order shall extend, and which shall
have been registered as hereinafter is provided, in such and the
same manner as if such articles and other works of art were first
published in the United Kingdom, save and except such of the

said enactments or such parts thereof as shall be excepted in such
Order.

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for Her Majesty, by
any Order of Her Majesty in Council, to direct that the authors of
dramatic pieces and musical compositions which shall after a
future time, to be specified in such Order, be first publicly repre-
sented or performed in any foreign country to be named in such
Order, shall have the sole liberty of representing or performing in
any part of the British Dominions such dramatic pieces or musical
compositions during such period as shall be defined in such
Order, not exceeding the period during which authors of dramatic
pieces and musical compositions, first publicly represented or per-
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umilar rights  formed in the United Kingdom, may for the time be entitled by

iﬂ:ﬁiﬂ law to the sole liberty of representing and performing the same ;
and from and after the time so specified in any such last-meationed
Order, the enactments of the said Dramatic Literary Property Act
and of the said Copyright Amendment Act, and of any other Act
for the time being in force with relation to the liberty of publicly
representing and performing dramatic pieces or musical composi-
tions, shall, subject to such limitation as to the duration of
the right conferred by any such Order as shall be therein con-
tained, apply to and be in force in respect of the dramatic pieces
and musical compositions to which such Order shuil extend, and
which shall have been registered as hereinafier is provided, in
such and the same manner as if such dramatic pieces and musical
compositions had been first publicly represented and performed in
the Pritish Dominions, save and except such of the said enactments
or such parts thereof as shall be excepted in such Order.

Asto Partie Provided alwazs, and be it Enacted, That no author of any book,
dramatic piece or musical composition, or his executors, administra-
and dclivery  tors or assigns, aud no inventor, designer or engraver of any print,
or maker of any article of Sculpture, or other work of art, his execu-
tors, administrators or assigns, shall be entitled to the benefit of
this Act, or of any Order in Council to be issued in pursuance
thereof, unless, within a time or times to be in that behalf pre-
scribed in each such Order in Council, such book, dramatic piece,
musical composition, print, article of Sculpture or other work of
art shall have been so registered, and such copy thereof shall
have been so delivered as hereinafier is mentioned; (that is to
say) as regards such book, and also such dramatic piece or musical
composition (in the event of the same having been printed),
the title to the copy thereof, the name and place of abode of
the author or composer thereof, the name and place of abode of
the proprietor of the Copyright thereof, the time and place of the
first publication, representation or performance thereof, as the case
may be, in the foreign country named in the Order in Council
under which the benefits of this Act shall be claimed, shall be
entered in the Register Book of the Company of Stationers in
London, and one printed copy of the whole of such book,
and of such dramatic piece or musical composition, in the event
of the same having been printed, and of every volume thereof,
upon the best paper upon which the largest number or impres-
sion of the book, dramatic piece or musical composition shall
have been printed for sale, together with all maps and prints
relating thereto, shall be delivered to the Officer of the Com-
pany of Stationers, at the Hall of the said Company; and as
regards dramatic pieces and musical compositions in manuscript,

the
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the title to the same, the name and place of abode of the author or
composer thereof, the name and place of abode of the proprietor
of the right of representing or performing the same, aud the time
and place of the first representation or performance thereof in the
country named in the Order in Council under which the benefit of
the Act shall be claimed, shall be entered in the said Register Book
of the said Company of Stationers in London ; and as regards prints,
the title thereof, the name and place of abode of the inventor,
designer or engraver thereof, the name of the proprietor of the Copy-
right therein, and the time and place of the first publication thereof
in the foreign country named in the Order in Council under which
the benefits of the Act shall be claimed, shal! be entered in the said
Register Book of the said Company of Stationers in London ; and a
copy of such print, upon the best paper upon which the largest
number or impressions of the print shall have been printed for sale,
shall be delivered to the Officer of the Company of Stationers at the
Hail of the said Company; and as regards any such article of
Sculpture, or any such other work of art as aforesaid, a descriptive
tizle thereof, the name and place of abode of the maker thereof, the
name of the proprietor of the Copyright therein, and the time and
place of its first publication in the foreign country named in the
Order in Council under which the bLenefit of this Act shall be
claimed, shall be entered in the said Register Book of the said Com-
pany of Stationers in London; and the Officer of the said Company
of Stationers receiving such copies so to be delivered as aforesaid
shall give a receipt in writing for the same, and such delivery shall
to all intents and purposes bea sufficient delivery under the provi-
sions of this Act.

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That if a book be published
anonymously, it shall be sufficient to insert in the entry thereof in such
Register Book the name and place of abode of the first publisher
thereof, instead of the name and place of abode of the author thereof,
together with a declaration that such entry is made either on behalf
of the author or on behalf of such first publisher, as the case may

require.

And be it Enacted, That the several enactments in the said
Copyright Amendment Act contained, with relation to keeping
the said Register Book and the inspection thereof, the searches
therein and the delivery of certified and stamped copies thereof, the
reception of such copies in evidence, the making of false entries in
the said book, and the production in evidence of papers falsely
purporting to be copies of entries in the said book, the applications
to the Courts and Judges by persons aggrieved by entries in the said
book, and the expunging and varying such entries, shall apply to
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the books, dramatic pieces and musical compositions, prints, arti-
cles of sculpture and other works of art, to which any Order in
Council issued in pursuance of this Act shall extend, and to the
entries and assignments of Copyright and Proprietorship therein,
in such and the same manner as if such enactments were here ex-
pressly enacted in relation thereto, save and except that the forms
of entry prescribed by the said Copyright Amendment Act may be
varied to meet the circumstances of the case, and that the sum to
be demanded by the Officer of the said Company of Stationers for
making any entry required by this Act shall be Ore Shilling only.

Astu_re%— And be it further Enacted, That every entry made in pursuance
Yarvine entry Of this Act of a first publication shall be primi facie proof of a
ervunded in

seronghel rightful first publication ; but if there be a wrongful first publication,

thi;_“hﬂ- and any party have availed himself thereof to obtain an entry of a
spurious work, no order for expunging or varying such entry shall be
made aunless it be proved to the satisfaction of the Court or of the
Judge taking cognizance of the application for expunging or varying
such entry, first, with respect to a wrongful publicationn a country
to which the author or first publisher does not belong, and in regard
to which there does not subsist with this country any treaty of
International Copyright, that the party making the application was
the author or first publisher, as the case requires; second, with respect
to a wrongful first publication either in the country where a rightful
first publication has taken place, or in regard to which there subsists
with this country a treaty of International Copyright, that a Court
of competent jurisdiction in any such country where such wrongful
first publication has taken place has given judgment in favour of the
right of the party claiming to be the author os first publisher.

10.
Copies of And be it Enacted, That all copies of books wherein there shall

Eﬂclfpgﬁ be any subsisting Copyright under or by virtue of this Act, or of
-i:ﬂ?;,b’fhﬁfg any Order in Council made in pursuance thereof, printed or

Act printed  reprinted in any foreign country, except that in which such bocks

fo
%n%;i: were first published, shall be and the same arc hereby absolutely
!hu: where- prohibited to be imported into any part of the British Dominions,
E,:EE:'“ . except by or with the consent of the registered proprietor of the
Efm'm Copyright thereof, or l_1i5 %eqt,_a..utlmrized in writing ; H.E'ld if im-
imported. ported coatrary to this prohibition, the samc and the importers

thereof shall be subject to the enactments in force relating to goods
prohibited to be imported by any Act relating to the Customs; and
as respects any such copies so prohibited to be imported, and also
as respects any copies unlawfully printed in any place whatsoever
of any books wherein there shall be any such suhsisting Copy-
right as aforesaid, any person who shall in any part of the British
Dominions import such prohibited or unlawfully printed copies, or

who,
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who, knowing such copies to be so unlawfully imported or unlaw-
fully prini=d, siall sell, publish or expose to sale or hire, or shall
cause to be soid, published or exposed to sale or hire, or have in his
possession for sale = hire any such copies so unlawfully imported
or unlawfully printed, such offender shall be liable to a special
action on the case at the suit of the proprietor of such Copyright,
to be brought and prosecuted in the same Courts and in the same
manner -.ad with the like restrictions upon the proceedings of the
defendant as are respectively prescribed in the said Copyright
Amendment Act with relation to actions thereby authorized to be
brought by preprietors of Copyright azainst persons importing or
selling books unlawfully printed in the British Dominions.

And beit Enacted, That the said Officer of the said Company of
Stationers shall receive at the Hall of the said Company every
book, volume or print so to be d«livered as aforesaid ; and within One
calendar Month after receiving such book. volume er print, shail
deposit the same in the Library of the British Museum.

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That it shall not be reqaisite
to deliver to the said officer of the said Stationers’ Company any
pricted copy of the second or of any subsequent edition of any book
or bouks so delivered as aforesaid, uniess the same shall contain
additions or alterations.

And be it Enacted, That tne respective terms to be specified by
such Orders in Council respectively for the continuance of the
orivilege to be granted in respect of works 1o be first published in
foreign countries, may be diffcrent for works first published in dif-
ferent forcign countries and for different classes of such works, and
that the times to be prescribed for the entries 10 be made in the
Register Book of the Stationers’ Company and for the deliveries of
the books and other articles to the said officer of the Stationers'
Company, as hereinbefore is mentioned, may be different for different
foreign countrics and for different classes of books or other articles.

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That no such Order in
Council shall have any effect, unless it shall be therein stated, as the
ground for issuing the same, that due protection has been secured by
the forcign power so named in such Order in Couneil for the benefit
of parties interested in works first published in the Dominions of
Her Majesty, similar to those comprised in such order.

And be it Enacted, That every Order in Council to be made
under the authority of this Act shall, as soon as may be after the
making thereof by Her Majesty in Council, be published in the

101. B London
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London Gazette, and froin the time of such publication shall have
the same effect as if every part thereof were included in this Act.

And be it Enacted, That a copy of every Order of Her Majesty
in Council made under this Act shall be laid before both Houses of
Parliament within Six Weeks after issuing the same, if Parliament
be then sitting, and if not, then within Six Weeks after the com-
mencement of the then next Session of Parliament.

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for her Majesty, by an
Order in Council, from time to timne to revoke or aiter any Order in
Council previously made under the authority of this Act, but never-
theless without prejudice to any rights acquired previously to such
revocation or alteration.

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That nothing in this Act
contained shall be construed to prevent the printing, publication or
sale of any trauslation of any book, the author whereof and his
assigns may be entitled to the benefit ef this Act.

And be it Enacted, That neither the author of any book, nor the
author or composer of any dramatic piece or musical composition,
nor the inventor, designer or engraver of any print, nor the maker
of any article of Sculpture, or of such other work of art as aforesaid,
which shall after the passing of this Act be first published out of Her
Majesty’s Dominions, shall have any Copyright therein respectively,
or any exclusive nght to the public representation or performance

thereof, otherwise than such (if any) as he may become entitled to
under this Act.

And be it Enacted, That in the construction of this Act, the word

“ Book” shall be construed to nclude * Volume,” < Pamphlet,”
‘ Sheet of Letter-press,” “ Shect of Music,” « Map,” < Chart,” or
“ Plan;” and the expression * Articles of Sculpture,” shall mean
all such Sculptures, Models, Copics and Casts as are described in
the said Sculpture Copyright Acts, and in respect of which the
privileges of Copyright are thereby conferred; and the words
“ printing” and “ re-printing”” shall include engraving and any other
method of multiplying copies; and the expression “ Her Majesty™
shall include the heirs and successors of Her Majesty; and the
expressions “ Order of Her Majesty in Council” * Order in Coun-
cil,” and  Ordar” shall respectively mean Order of Her Majesty, act-
ing by and with the advice of ITer Majesty’s most Honourable Privy
Council; and the expression ¢ Officer of the Company of Stationers,”
shall mean the Officer appointed by the said Company of Stationers
for the purposes of the said Copyright Amendment Act; and in
describing

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (¢) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.

10

20

30



( 11 )

describing any persons or things, any word importing the plural
number shall mean also one person or thing, #nd any word import-
ing the singular number shall include sevei:.. p2rsons or things, and
any word importing the masculine shall include also the feminine

5 gender; unless in any of such cases there shall be something in the
subject or context repugnant to such construction.

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by
any Act to be passed in this present Session of Parliament.
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