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To amend the Law relating to Copyright.

{Note.~The Words printed in Italivs in the Bill are proposed to be
: inserted in the Committee. ]

e —————
————————

PECRECAD it is expedient to amend the Law relating to  Preamble.
: Copyright, and to afford greater encouragement to Authors ;
BE it Enacted, by The QUEEN’s most Excellent Masesty, by
and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,
5 and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the K
Authority of the same, THAT from and after the passing of this Act, an i 9
Act passed in the cighth year of the reign of her Majesty Queen Bn:'tﬂ:lglt';, ¢. 19,
ANNE, intituled, “ An Act for the Encouragement of Learning, by
vesting the Copies of Printed Books in the Authors or Purchasers of
10 such Copies during the times therein meutioned ;” and also an Act 41Geo. 3,
passed in the forty-first year of the rejgn of his Majesty King el
G eoréGE the Third, intituled, ““ An Act for the further Encouragement
of Learning in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, by
securing the Copies and Copyright of Printed Books to the Authors
r of such Books, or their Assigns for the time therein mentioned ;”
and also an Act passed in the fifty~fourth year of the reign of his 61 Geo.3,

Majesty King Geonce the Third, intituled, “ An Act to amend the f;ﬂﬂf;é“ﬁ‘;m._

several Acts for the Encouragement of Learning, by seciiring the Copics ﬂﬁ!:i:i‘
and Copyright of Printed Books to the Authors of such Books, or

20 their Assigns,” be and the sane are hereby Repealed, except so far as
the continuance of them or either of them may be necessary to the
conduct of any proceedings at law or in equity which may be pending
at the time of passing this Act, or to the enforcement of any cause of

cation or suit which may then have accrued,
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2.

Cierpretation — And be it Enacted, That in the construction of this Act, the word
“ Book™ shall be construed to mean and include cvery volume,
pamphlet, sheet of letter.press, and sheet of music, map, chart or plan;
that the word “ Dramatic Picce” shall be construed to mean and
include every tragedy, comedy, play, opera, farce, or other scenic 5
or dramatic entertainment; that thc word * Copyright” shall be
construed to mean the sole and exclusive liberty of printing or otherwise
multiplying copies within any part of the British Dominions of any
subject to which it is herein applied ; und that whenever in this Act,
in describing any person or party, matter or thing, the word importing 10
the singular number or the masculine gender only is used, the same
shall be understood to iuclude and to be applied to several persons or
parties as well as one person or party, and females as well as males,
and scveral matters or things as well as one matter or thing respec-
tively, unless there shall be something in the subject or context repug- 15

3. nant to such construction.

Fﬂp}'{iﬂltk

in apny Boo g

}:ﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬂgl And be it Enacted, That the Copyright in any Book which shall

1? mi:lm]'le to  hereafter be published shall be the property of the Author thereof, his
the Author

for life,and  executors, administrators and assigns, for the term of the natural iife of
i;“;nf,;:‘?’m such Author, and the further term of Siaty Years, commencing at the 20

mencing nt . m
e time of his death.

4

:G‘ﬁ:fiﬂ“;f And be it Enacted, That in all cases in which the Copyright in any
&

Copyright  Book shull be subsisting at the time of passing this Act, and shall
in the Authoer, \ ; : T
thegameshall belong to the Author thereof, cither absolutely or subject to any license

;ﬂi:ﬁ:;:'i“*;?f or partinl assignment; such Copyright shall continue for the term of 25

rﬂr Ei:’f-l' . H s 1 Tl tf ¥
Ve fom  the natural life of such Author, and the further term.of Sivty Years,

e sl commencing at the death of such Author; and that in all cases in
Autkorbe  which the Copyright in any Bock shall be subsisting, but the Author
iﬁiﬁﬂﬁﬂ thereof shall be dead at the time of passing this Act, and such Copy-

‘iﬁll’fl‘aﬁffh“ right shall, cither absolutely or subject to any license or partjal assign- g0
1 5 .

I}t~p:ﬁﬂm ment thercof, belong to the personal representative, or to the legatec,

e uave . .

th:}amn:it for  witlow or next of kin of such Author or other person who may have

ihe residue

ofthe term  acquited the swne in the course of adininistration of the estate of such
of Sixty Yeara

foom this Author, sucli Copyright shall continue for the residue of the term of
:]'“‘m“"‘ Sty Years, ;ommencing at the time of the death of such Author. 35
eatil.

Inmﬁlﬂf And be it Enacted, That in all cases in which the Copyright in

E‘uh’ff;}ii“ﬁ any Book shall be subsisting at the time of passing this Act, but the

whichliss  Author thereof shall before the passing of this Act have assigned biis
been assigned,

tho Assignee_whole interest in such Copyright, such Copgright shall continue and
?EP{LEIWF N belong to such assignec until the expiration of the term of Zwenty-eight 4o

g;",_!;;;?;.f;,!:ff;,, Years from the first publication of such Book ; and in case the Author

eight Years,  1oraof shall then be living, for the residue of the life of such Author;
and it shall o

afermards and upon the expiration of the said term of Twenty-cight Years, if
rerert lo the the
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the Author shall be then dead, orif he shall then be living, such Copy-
right shall, at the time of his decath, continue and revert to the
executors or administrators of such Author, and their assigns, for the
term of Sixty Years, or residue of the term of Sixty Years (as the case
may be), commencing from the time of his death; and such rever-
sionury interest shall be subject to the like voluntary and legal dis-
posal and distribution as other personal property.

Provided ilevertheless, and be it Enacted, That where any Book
shall before the passing of this Act have been published in parts, or
shall after the passing of (his Act Le published in parts, the term
of the Copyright therein and in every part thereof, both of the Author
and his assigns, shall be deemed to run only from the date of the pub-
lication of the last of such parts; and that in case of the assignment
of the-Copyright in any such Book before the passing of this dct, the
Copyright therein shall not revert to the representative of the Author
thereof until the expiration of the term of Tweniy-cicht Fears from
the publication of the last of such parts, or the death of such Author.

Provided also, and be it BEnacted, That where the Copyright in
any Book shall have been assigned before the passing of this Act,
nothing herein contained shall prejudice the right of the assignee thereof
to sell or dispose, after his interest shall have expired, of any Copies
of such Book printed during the continuance of his interest in the

snine,

Provided also, and be it Enacted, That when any Book, the Copy-
right wherein shall have been assigued Lefore the passing of this Act,
shall have been before then stereotyped, and the types thereof shall
belong to the assignee, it shall be lawful for such assignee to continue
to print Copies of such Book from such type, aud to publish, sell and
dispose thereof, although the Copyright shall have reverted to the per-
sonal representative of the Author,

And be it Enacted, That whenever a period of Five Years shall
clapse after the expiration of Twenty-cizht I’ears from the first publi:
cation of any Book, or after the death of the Author thereof, if he be
living at the end of such period, without any new Ldition thereof being
published, and such Book shall be out of print, it shall be lawful for
any person to give notice in writing to the party entitled to the Copy-
right of such Book, by leaving the same at the last place of publication
of such Book, or at the place of abode of such Proprietor, that the same
is out of print; and that at the expiration of One Year from the giving
of such notice, if such Book does not exceed Iiye hundred Pages, or Zwo
Years if it exceeds Five hundred Pages, he willapply to the Lord Higl
Chancellor, Master of the Rolls or Vice- Chmn:t.llur, Cﬂurt of Sesslun

164, | A2 in
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in Scotland or Lord Ordinary, on the bills in vacation, for permission
to re-print and re-publish the same ; and if at the expiration of such
respective period of One Year or Two Years, such party entitled to the
Copyright of such Book shall not re-publish such Book, then it shall be
lawful for the Lord High Chancellor, Master of the Rolls or Vice-
Chancellor, Court of Session or Lord Ordinary, upon the petiticn of
the party by whom such notice was given, or his executors or adminis-
trators, to allcw the petitioner to re.print and re-publish such Book
for his own beaeiit, and to kave the Copyright thereof for such period
not exceeding the duratioh of-the erigina! Copyright therein, as to the
said Lord High Chancellor, Master of the Rolls, Vice-Chancellor,
Court of Session or Lord Ordinary, shall scem just.

And be it Epacted, That a prinied Copy of the whole of every
Book, and of any second or subsequent Edition of every Book con-
taining addivons or alterations, which shall be published after the
passizg of this Act, bound, sewed or stitched together, -and upon the
best paper on which the same sball be printed, together with ali Maps,
Prints or other Engravings belonging thereto, finished and coleured in
the same manner as the best Copies of the same shall be published,
shall within One calendar Afonth after the day on which any such
Book shall be first scld, published or offered for sale within the
Bills of Mortality, or within Tkree calendar Alontks if the same
shail be exclusively sold, published, advertised or offered for sale in
any other part of the United Kingdom, be delivered by or on behalf
of the Publisher thercof at the British Museum.

And be it Enacted, That .every Copy of any Book, which under the
provisions of this Act ought to be delivered as aforesaid, shall be
delivered at the British Museum betwecn the hours of Zen in the fore-
noon and Four in the afternoon, o any day in the week escebt Sunday,
to the Librarian or one of the Librarians or Officers of the said Museum,
or to some person authorized by the Trustees of the said Museum to
receive the same, and such Librarian, Officer or other person re-
ceiving such Copy is hereby required to give a receipt in wnting for
the same, and such delivery .shall to all intents and purposes be
deemed to be good and sufficient delivery under the provisions of
this Act.

&nd be it Enacted, That Four printed Copies of the whole of
E'-fery .Bml' and of any second or subseguent Edition of every Book
containing addltmns and eiterations, together with all Maps and Prints
belonging, thereto, which after the passing of this Act shall be pub-
hshed on demand thereof being made in writing 0 or left at the place of
abodec of the Publisher thereof at any time within Twelve Months next
after the publication thereof; under the hand of the Officér of the

Cofnpany
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Company of Stativners who shall from time to time be appointed by
the said Company for the purposes of this Act, or other person thereto
uuthorized by the Persons or Bodies Politic and Corporate, Pro-
prictors and Mlanagers of the Libraries following, (videlicet) the
Bodleian Library at Oxford, the Public Library at Cambridge, thc
Library of the Faculty of Advocates at Edinburgh, the Library of
the College of the Hely-end Undivided Trinity of Queen Elizabeth
nzar Dublin, or so many of such LFour Copies as shall be respectively
demanded on behalf of such Libraries respectively, shall be delivered,
in-the like condition as to the binding thereof as the Cepies prepared
for sale "by the Publishes thereof respectively, within One Afonth after
demand made thereof in writing as aforesuid 0 the said Officer of
the said Company of Stationers for the time being, which Copies
the said Officer shall and he i hereby required to receive at the
Hal! of the said Company for the usc of the Library for which such
demand shall be made within such Twelve Months as aforesaid ; and
the said Officer is hereby required, within One Afextk aiter any such
Bock shall be se delivered to him as afo-esaid, to deliver the same
for the use of such Library.

Provided also, and be it Enacted, That if any Publisher shall be
desirous of delivering the Copy of such Book as shall be demanded
on behalf of any of-the said Libraries at such Library, it shall
be lawful for him to deliver the same at such Library to such
Librarian or other person authorized to receive the same (who is
bereby required to receive and o give a receipt in writing for the
same), and such delivery shail toall intents and purposes of this Act be
held as equivalent to a delivery to the said Officer of the Stationers’
Company.

And be it Enacted, That if any Publisher of any Book, or of any
second or subsequent Edition of any Book containing additions or
alterations, which shall be published after the passing of this Act, shall
neglect to deliver the same pursuant to this Act, he shall for any such
default forfeit, besides the value of such Copy of such Book or Edition
which he ought to have delivered, the sum of Five Pounds, to be
recoveredl by the Librarian of the Library for the use whereof such
Copy should have been delivered in a summary way, on conviction
before Tiwo Justices of the Peace for the county or place where the
Publisher making default shall reside, or by action of debt at the suit
of such Librarian in any-Court of Record in the United Kingdom, in
which action, if the Plaintiff shall obtain a verdict, he shall recover

his costs reasonably incurred, to be taxed as between attorney and
client,

And be it Enacted, That a Book of Registry, wherein may be regis-
teregl, as hereinafter enacted, the property in the Copyright in Books
104, - A3 and
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and assignments thereof, shall at all times be kept at the Hall of the
Stationers’ Company by the Officer appointed by the said Cou:pany for
the purposes of this Act, and shall at all convenient times be open to
the Inspection of any person, ou payment of One Shilling for every
entry which shall be searched for or inspected in the said Book ; and
that such Officer shall, whenever thercunto reasonably required, give n
copy of any entry in such Book, certified under his hand, to any
person requiring the same, on payment to him of the sum of Five
Shillings; and such copies so certified shall be received in evidence in
all Courts and in all summary proceedings, and shall be deemed and
taken tu be primd facie proof of the proprictorship or assignment .of
Copyright as therein expressed, but subject to be rebutted by other
evidence.

And be it Enacted, "That if any person shall wilfully make or cause
to be made any false entry in the Registry Book of the Stationers’
Company, or shall wilfully produce or cause to be tendered in evidence
any paper falsely purporting to be a copy of any entry in. the said
Book, he shall be guilty of an indictable Adisdemeanor, and shall be
punished accordingly. |

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Proprictor of
Copyright in any Book herctofore published, or hereafter to be pub-
lished, to make ertry in the Registry Book of the Stationers’ Company
of the title-of such Book, the date of the first publication thereof, the

name and place of abode of the Publisher thereof, and the name and

place of abode of the Proprictor of the Copyright of the said Bock,
and of the interest of any person to whom such Proprietor may have
contracted or may desire to assign any portion of his right therein, in
the form in that bebalf given in the Schedule to this Act annexcd,
upon payment of the sum of Zwe Shillings to the officer of the said
Company; and that it shall be lawful for every such registered Pro-
prictor of Copyright to assign such Copyright, or any portion of his
interest therein, or to give any license for the publication of any
number of Copies of such Book, by making entry in the said Book of
Registry of such assignment or license, and of the name and place of
abode of the assianec thereof or party so licensed, in the form given in
that behalf in the said Schedule, on payment of thelike sum ; and such
assignment and license so entered shall be good and effectual in law
to all intents and purposes whatsoever, without being subject to any
Stamp or Duty: Provided always, That no original entry of the pro-
prictorship of the Copyright in or to any Book hereafter to be pub-
lished shall be made without the concurrence, expressed in writing, of
the Publisher by whom such Book shall be published, according, to-the
forin in that behalf given in the said:Schedule,

And
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And be it Enacted, That if any person shall deem himself aggrieved
by any entry made in the Registry Book of the Stationers’ Company,
it shall Lie lawful for such person to present a Petition to the Lord
High Chancellor, the Master of the Rolls or the Vice-Chancellor, or
to apply by motion to the Court of Queen’s Bench, Court of Common
Pleas or Court of Exchequer, for such order for altering or expunging
such entry, as to the said Lord High Chancellor, Master of the Rolls,
Vice-Chancellor or Court shall seem just ; and thereupon the Lord High
Chancellor, Master of the Rolls, Vice-Chancellor or Court shall make
such order, either with or without costs, as to them shall seem just, and
the Officer appointed for the purpose of this Act by the Stationers’
Company shall expunge, alter or retain any such entry, according to
the requisition of such order.

And be it Enacted, That if any person shall in any part of the British
Dominions, after the passing of this Act, print or cause to be printed
any Book in which there shall be subsisting Copyright, or any Book
containing any portion of a Book in which there shall be such Copy-
right (except as hereafter mentioned), or any abridgment of any such
Book, without the consent of the Proprietor of such Copyright, or shall
import any such Book so having been unlawfully printed from parts
beyond the sea, or knowing such Book to have been so unlawfully
printed or imported, shall scll, publish or expose to sale, or cause to-bz
sold, published or exposed to sale, or shall have in his possession for
sale any such Book so unlawfully printed or imperted, without such
consent as aforesaid, such offender shall be liable to a special action
on the case at the suit of the Proprictor of such Copyright, to be
brought in any Court of Record in that part of the British Dominions
in which the offence shall be committed; and every such Propricto
shall in such action recover such damages as the Jury, on the trial of
such action, or on the execution of a writ of inquiry thereon, shall give
or assess (not being in any case less than Forty Shillings), with all costs
of suitreasonably incurred, to be taxed as between attorney and client:
Provided always, That inScotland such offender shull be liable to an action
in the Court of Session in Scotland, which shall and may be brought and
prosecuted in the same manner in which any other action of damages to
the like amount may be brought and prosecuted there; and in any such
action where damages shall be awarded, all reasonable costs of suit or
expenses of process shall be allowed as between attorney and client:
Provided always, That nothing herein contained shail be censtrued to
extend to the publication of any extracts fairly and boni fide made
from any Book for the purpose of criticism, observation or argument,
or to any translation of any Book into another language; but the
Copyright in cvery translation shall be decmed to be the property of
the Translator thereof and his assignees as though it were an original

worlk.
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And be it Enacted, That after the passing of this Act it shall not
be lawful for any person to import into any part of the United
Kingdom for saie any printed Book, first composed, written or printed
and published in any part of the said United Kingdom, and re-printed
in any other country or place whatsoever; and if any person shall
import or bring, or cause to be imported or hrougbt for sale any such
printed Book into any part of the said United Kingdom contrary to
the true intent and meaning of this Act, or shall knowingly sell,
publish or exnose to sale, or have in his possession-for sale any such
Book, then cvery such Book shall be forfeited, and shall and may be
scized by any Officer of Customs or Excise, and the same shall be
forthwith made waste paper; and every person so offending being
duly convicted thereof before Two Justices of the Peace for the county
or place in which such Book shall be found, shall also for every such
offence forfeit the sum of Zen Pounds, and Double the value of every
Copy of such Book which he shall so import or cause to be imported
into any part of the said United Kingdom, or shall knowingly sell,
publish or expose to sale, or shall cause to be svld, published or
exposed to sale, or shall have in his possession for sale contrary to the
true intent and meaning of this Act, to the use of the Proprietor of the
Copyright in such Book : Provided always, That no person shall be liable
to any of the Iast-mentioned penaltics or forfeitures for or by reason or
means of the importation of any Book which- has not been printed or
re-printed in some part of the said United Kingdom within Zwenty
Years next before the same shall be imported, or of any Dook’ re-
printed abroad and inserted among other Books or Tracts to be sold
therewith in any collection where the greatest part of sacin collection
shali have been composed or written abroad.

And be‘it Enacted, That the Publisher of any Encyclopa:dia, Review,
Magazine or other Periodical Work, to which various persous shall
hereafter contribute articles or essays, shall be deemed tc be the Author
thereof; afid shall have the Copyright therein as though he were himself
the sole Author thereof, and. shall be entitled to all the benefit of the
registry at Stationers’ Hall and of this Act, upon once entering in the said
Registry Book the title of such Encyclopidia, Review, Magazine or
other Periodical Work, the date of the first publication thereof, and
the name and place of abode of the Publisher thereof, in manner
hercinbefore specified : Provided always, That it shall be lawful for
the Editor of such Encyclopzdia, Review, Magazine or other Perio-
dical Work, with the consent of the Publisher, expressed in writing, to
be registered as the Proprictor of the Copyright thercof instead of
such Publisher, and that it shall be lawful for any Author of any
arlicle in such Encyclopzdia, Review, Magazine or other Periodical
Work, with the like consent, to reserve to himself the Copyright in

such
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such article, subject toits continued publication as part of such Work,
and with such consent to make entry in the said Registry Book thereof,
or of any collection of such articles contributed by him, and wherein he
has so reserved the Copyright, and to enjoy all the benefits of this
Act 1n respect thereof.

AND whereas an Act was passed in the third year of the reign of
his late Majesty, to amend the Laws relating to Dramatic Literary
Property, and itis expedient to-extend the term of the sole liberty of
representing Dramatic Pieces given by that Act to the full term by this
Act provided for the continuance of property of Authors in the Copy-
BE it therefore Enacted, That the sole liberty of
representing or causing to be.represented any Dramatic Piece composed
and not published, or which shall hereafter be composed and published
at aoy place of public entertainment in any part of the British Domi-
nions, shall be the property of the Author or Composer thereof, his
administrators and assigns, for the term of the patural life of
the Author or Composer thereof, and for the further term of Sizty
Fears, commencing at the time-of his death.

And be it Epacted, That in all cases-in which the scle liberty of
representing aud causing to be represented any Dramatic Piece shall
at the time of passing this Act belong to the Author thercof, either
absolutely or subject to any license or partial assignment, such sole
liberty shall continue for the term of the natural life of such Author,
and for the further term of Sirty Years, commencing from the death
of such Author; and that in all cases in which such scole liberty of
representing and causing to be represented any Dramatic Pieces
shall be subsisting, but the Author thereof shall be dead at the time
of passing this Act, such sole liberty of representing and causing to
be represented such Dramatic Piece shall either absolutely, or sub-
ject to any license or partial assignment thercof, belong to the per-
sonal representative, or to the legatee, widow or next of kin of such
Author or other person who may have acquired the samein the course
of administration of the estate of such Author; and such sole liberty
of representing and causing to be represented such Dramatic Piece
shall continue for the residue.of the term of Sizty Fears, commencing
at the ime of the death of such Author.

And be it Enacted, That in all cases in which the sole liberty of
representing and causing to be represented any Dramatic Piece shall
be subsisting at the time of passing this Act, but the Author thercof
shall before the passing of this Act have assigned his interest in such
sole liberty of representing and causing to be represented such Dramatic
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Piece, such right shall continue and belong to such assignee until the
expiration of the term of Twenty-eight Years from the first representa-
tion of such Dramatic Piece; and if the Author thereof shall then be
living, for the residue of the life of such Author; and upon the expira-
tion of the said term of Twenty-eight Fears if the Author shall be then
dead, or if he shall then be living, at the time of his death, such sole
liberty of repfesenting and causing to be represented such Dramatic
Piece shall continue and revert to the executors or administrators of
such Author for the term of Sizty Years, commencing from the time of
his death, and .such reversionary interest shall be subject to the
like voluntary and legal disposal and distribution as other personal
property. -

And be it Enacted, That the party who shall at any time have
the sole liberty of representing such Dramatic Piece shall have and
enjoy the remedies given and provided in the said Act of the third and
fourth years of the reign of his late Majesty King WirLrian the
Fourth, passed to amend the Laws relating to Dramatic Literary
Property, during the whole of his interest therein, as fully as if the same
were re-enacted in this Act.

Aund be it Enacted, That no assignment of the Copyright of any
Book consisting of or containing 2 Dramatic Piece shall be lolden to
convey to the assignee the right or liberty of representing such Dra-
matic Piece, unless an entry in the said Registry Book shall be made
of such assignment, wherein shall be expressed the intention of the
parties that such right or liberty should pass by such assianment. -

AND whereas an Act was passed in the fifth and sixth years of the
reign of his late Majesty King WiLL1aat the Fourth, for preventing the
publication of Lectures without consent, and it is expedient to extend
the provisions of the said Act to Sermons; BE it Enacted, That all
the enactments, penalties and provisions of the said Act relating to
Lectures delivered in public shall be and the same are hereby extended
to all Sermons which after the passing of this Act shell be delivered
in any church, chapel or place of religious worship authorized by law
as effectually as if the same were re-enacted in this Act,

And be it Enacted, That if it shall appear to the Lord High Chan-
cellor, the Master of the Rolls or the Vice-Chancellor, or to the Court
of Queen’s Bench, Court of Common Pleas or Exchequer, in term
time, or to any Judge of either of the said Courts in vacation, that any
Book copied in whole or in part from any Book wherein Copyright
sliall subsist shall be published and exposed to sale, or intended to be
published and exposed to sale, without the consent of the f‘egistm:cd

Proprietor
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Proprietor of such Copyright, it shall be lawful for such Lord High
Chancellor, Master of the Rolls, Vice-Chancellor or Judge, to make
order of injunction upon the Printer or Publisher, or intended Printer
or Publisher, of such pirated Book to restrain the printing, publi-
cation and sule thereof, or cither of them: Provided always, That
such Lord Chancellor, Master of the Rolls, Viee-Chancellor,
Court or Judge, shall refuse such order, in the case of any Book
which shall be part copied, if it shall appear that such part shall
only be copied for the purpose of criticisin, argument or observation
thereon : Provided always, That nothing herein contained shall be
coustrued to prevent the courts of law in Scotland from granting to the
Proprietor of any Copyright under this Act, in the case of any infringe-
ment, actual or intended, of such Copyright, such remedy by interdict

or otherwise as they bave been used to grant before the passing of this
Act.

And be it Enacted, That all Copies of any Book wherein there
shall be Copyright, and of which entry shall have been made in the
said Registry Book, and which shall have been unlawfully printed or
imported without the consent of the registered Proprietor of such
Copyright, shall be deemed to be the property of the party registered
as the immediate Proprietor of such Copyright, and such registered
Proprietor shall, after demand thereof in writing, be entitled to sue
for and recover the same, or damages for the detention thereof, in
an action of Detinue from any party who shall detain the same, or to
sue for and recover damages for the conversion thereof in an action of
Trover ; and it shall be lawful for any Zwe Justices of the Peace for
the city, county, division or place’ wherein such Copies of any
Book shall be found, upon the information and complaint of such
registered Proprictor of the Copyright, to summon before them the
party in whose possession such Copies shall be found, and on proof
of the entry of such Book in the said Book of Registry and of the
printing thereof, without the consent of the registered Proprictor, and
of demand in writing made of the party in whose possession such
Copies shall be, to issue their warrant for the seizure of such Copies,
and for the delivery thereof to such Complainant : Provided always,
That such warrant shall not be holden conclusive as against the
possessor of such Copies of bis right to the same, but that he may
question the right to issue such warrant in any action of Trespass
to be brought against the party on whose complaint such viarrant
shull be granted: Provided always, That no action shall be brought
against any Justice, Constable or Officer acting bond fide in the
execution of the powers of this Act.

And be it Enacted, That no Propriztor of Copyright in any Book
which shall be first published after the passing of this Act, shall main-
104. B 2 tain
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tain any action or suit at law or in cquity, or any summary pro-
ceeding in respect of any infringement of such Copyright, unless he
shall, before commencing such action, suit or proceeding, have
causced an entry to be made in the Book of Registry of the Stationers’
Company of such Book pursuant to this Act: Provided always, That
the omission to make such entry shall not afféct the Copyright in
any Book, but only the right to sue or procced in respect of the
infringement thereof: Provided also, That nothing herein contained
shall prejuaice the remedies which the Proprietor of the sole liberty of
representing any Dramatic Piece shall have by virtue of the Act of
his late Majesty Wirrias the Fourth, to amend the Laws relating
to Dramatic Literary Property, or of this Act, although no entry shall
be made in the Book of Registry aforesaid. '

AND whereas a doubt has arisen whether a Spiritual Person, having
or holding any digpity, prebend, canoary, benefice, stipendiary, curacy
oriectureship, and being the Author of any Book, may lawfully sell and
dispose of the Copyright thereof, or any Copies thereof, and it is
expedient to remove such doubt; BE it therefore Enacted, That every
Spiritual Person, being the Author of any Book, may lawfully sell and
dispose of the Copyright of the same, or of any Copies thereof, for his
own profit, any law or usage to the contrary notwithstanding.

And be it Enacted, That all Copyright shall be deemed personal
property, and shall be transmissible by bequest, or, in case of intestacy,
shall be subject to the same law of distribution as other personal
property, and in Scotland shall be deemed to be personal and movable
cslate,

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That nothing in this Act con-
tained shall extend or be construed to extend to affect or alter the
rights of the two Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, the Colleges
or Houses of Learning within the same; the four Universities in
Scotland ; the College of the Holy and Undivided Trinity of Queen
Llizabeth near Dublin, and the several Colleges of Eton, Westminster
and Winchester, in any Copyrights heretofore and now vested or here-
after to be vested in such Universities and Colleges respectively, any
thing to the contrary herein contained notwithstanding.

And be it Enacted, That this Act shall extend to the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, and to every part of the British
Dominions.

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by
any Actor Acts to be passed in the present Session of Parliament.
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SCHEDULE 710 wnica tHe PRECEDING ACT RETFERS.

=
._'h.
—No. 1.—
ORIGINAL Entry of Prorrierorsiusp of CoryYRIGHT of a Booxk.
Time of Name of the Publisher, e n:f'.i Fhce Date of Statement of any partial Interest
making the Title of Book. and . _ o to which the right of the Proprictor is subject,
Entry. Place of Publication. ﬁhz{;ﬂujg:[,i:;f:mr First Publication, or License by him granted.
1st Sept. 1337‘ -= [Here set out the | - William Smith, of | - - Henry Williams, of | 1st September 1837. | - - Henry Williams, the Proprietor of the
title of the Book:.] Piccadilly, London. | Edinburgh, Esquire. Copyright, has assigned the same to Wil-
liam Smith, of Piccadilly, London, Book-
" seller and Publisher, for the term of Seven
i Years—[or, if a License be granted only pﬁ:r
an Editton]— Henry Williams, the Pro-
[‘:rier.ﬁr of the Copyright, has granted to
Villiam Smith, of Piccadilly, London,
Publisher, his License to l.'lh]isfl' an Edition
of 2,000 Copies of the said Book.
—“Nﬂ'- 2'1-_

FORM of CoxcunrrENcE of the Punrisuer of a Book, first entered to be signed by him, and delivered to the Office of the Stationers’ Company

I, A.B., of

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.

previous to such Entry.

[name of Publisher, and place in which he carries on business], Bookseller and Publisher, do hereby certify,
That I am [or, am about to be] the Publisher of a Book, entitled [here set out the title of the Book], and that T concur in the entry to be made thereof in the
Registry Book of the Stationers’ Company, according to the particulars hereunder writlen. Dated this

[Here set forth the proposed Form of the Entry.]
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"""'Nﬂ: 3-_""

FORM of ExTryY of AssiGNMENT of CopyricuT in any Booxk previously registered.

Date of Entry. Title of Book.

Assigner of the Copyright.

Assignec of Copyright.

Extent of Assjgnment.

1st Sept. 1837 = | - - [Set out the title of the
Book, and refer to the puge
of the Registry Book wn
which the original entry o
the Copyright thereof 1s
made].

- - Henry Williams, of Edin-
burgh, Esquire.

-~ George Jones, of Cheap-
side, London, Bookseller
and Publisher.

- - Henry Williams, the registered Proprictor of the
Copyright in [setling out the title of the Book)
hath assigned all his Copyright and interest [or,
in case of a partial assipnment, the sole rig&:t of
printing and publishing the same for Seven Years]
in [setting cut the title of the Book] to George
Jones [or, in case of license to publish an Edition,
Henr{ﬂ Yilliams licensed George Jones, of Cheap-
side, London, Bookseller and Publisher, to print,
publish and sell an edition of 2,000 copies of the

said Book].

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.

Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.

Tl



Y/

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.



House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (¢) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.

Copyright.

B I L L

To amend the Law relating to Copyright.

(Prepared and brought tn by

Mr. Serjeant Tulfourd, Lord Viscount Mulon,
Sir Robert Inglis, and Mr. Chancellor of
the Exchequer.)
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Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Prinfed,
2% February 1838.
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