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Mr. R. Taylor. their expenses ; there are severul instances of works of great reputation that have

=

not paid the expense of printing, when printed at the eéxpense of the authors:
I remember, in particular, Mr. Marsham’s Entomologia Britannica, and other
works of science, did not pay their expense.

Have you any experience that small additions in expense, deo or do not prevent
the printing of works ; additions so small as the amount of eleven copies #—1
have no doubt, the eleven copies would, with respect to the printing of many
works, prevent their being undertaken at all. :

Do you know, whether previous to the decision of the case of Beckford v.
Hood, in 1798, it was understood, that the booksellers had a copy-right, uhless
their books were entered at Stationers Hall *—1I am not a bookseller.

Have you been applied to, to print a work, in which £. 5. operated to prevent
the publication 2—Yes, there was an instance of that kind; 1 was appliced to, to
give an estimate of the expence of printing a work, for which an authorhad got
a small number of subscribers, and -he abandoned the work for some time on
account of the sum of £.5.; the expense of priuting and paper was £, 5. more
than he thought he should receive for the sale of thie work.

Were you applied to by a person to print a valuable work upon Tnseets, which
the expense deterred him from ?—Yes; I was applied to by & fidn in very Jow
circumstances, for an estimate of a work of that kind, which I am persnaded
would be very valuable, and which tie has been deterred from publishing by the
expense; but a few copies conld be expected to be sold; and.l have no doubt,

-that taking away eleven copies might tarn the scale, and deter him from pub-

lishing ; in a very great number of works, the discouragements are already so very
greal, that any thing udded to them, will prevent the publication of such works
altogether.

Commitice.] Do you consider the loss of eleven copies to the publisher, as any
thing more than the loss of the printing and paper?—I am speaking of warks
printed by the author, wiwo perhaps is in low circumstances,

Do you consider the loss of the eleven copies, any thing more tuan the loss of
the printing and paper?—I[ think the loss is the loss of the selling price; if he
prints a certain edition, he Joses gll he could have sold those eleven copies for;
and if you take it only at the cost of printing and paper, that is very considerable.

In the estimates that you have seen, as to expense of works, before it is deter-
mined whether publication shall take place or not, “dpes it not happen, that after
¢stimating the number of copies, that there is a high probability they will be
spld, the person whe is about the undertaking, also takes into account the valué
of the remainder, to be turned into property, at a less advantiyze than those looked
upon as capable of immediate sale 2—Certainly.

As forming part of the counterbalance to'the éxpense >—Certainly ; the
author or publisher always hopes to make something of the remainder,

Would not then the subtraction of cleven copies of those that so rémain, operate
upon his mind in determining the undertaking ?--Ceitainly ; and very ofteu it
happens, that after a work has had a very slow sale for a number of years, it

-comes into notice, and the remainder, which has lain by for a considerable time,

will then sell and feteh the full price, and svimetimes much more, so that after
having been a loser for years, he is reimbursed, by having this property to hring
to market 3 whereas if eleven copies had been taken out of that remainder, he
would have lost to that extent.

Wonll not he print more copies, in contemplation of having to deliver these
cleven 7—If he did, he would add to Lis expenses and i it happens in the case
of a person of very little property, it mdkes himn give up the design of printing,

Mr. Turner.} Would the delivery operate to prevent yon from reprinting: your
ancestor’s ebrew Concordance ?—1 have .entertained such a selieme. 1 know
very well, that the work just cleared its expenses 1o the euthor theugh it now
gclls for nine or ten guineas a copy; it was the work of fifteen yeéars, and just
paid the expense of paper and print ; 1 have had some idea of reprinting it, but
the delivery has deterred me, being aware that only a small number would sell,
 Committze.] How many copics would you cxpect to sell?—From 250
to 500.

Would an addition of price of two and a guarter per cent. on 250 copics, or

ane and a quarter per cent, 0u 500 copics, discourage the sale of a work like
' the
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Yhe Tlebrew ‘Concordance >—If T undertaok it, ‘T should concélve it quite 3. . 'Tnfﬁfgr.
just I should receive the highest price it would séll for, e, s

Would an addition of price of two and a quarter per cent. on 250 copiés, dr
one and a quarter per cent. on 500 copies, discotirage the sule 81 a work 'like
the Hebrew Cancoraance ?—It deglends upon What the price would be,

Would an addition of firice of two and a quarter per ¢ént. o Zio €opirs, or
one and a quarter per cent. on 500 copies, discourage the sale of & wihk Tike
the Hebrew Concordanceé 2—No doubt, the dearer a work is the "sloWer will be
the sale. 12
. Would it discourage the sale of the work ?—Certairily, there can'beno question,
1f you make-a work dearér you lessen the sale. "

. ‘Would the addition in price of one per cent. disconrage the sale df tive work ?—
It is a question of probability, which I can only answer as matter of ‘opittion,

» Mr. Turner.]—What would the paper of an octavo volume of 36 shéets cost?
-~—The price of the paper of oene volume octavo, about thrce shillings or
half a crowny it would depend on the quality of the paper.

What would that volume sell for #—About 8.

. What would the printing -of eleven copies -of that cost beyond any usual
number?—About nine or ten pounds ; the striking ofl’ alone would cost that, if
it was over 250 Of 500 cnﬁies. ; o | |

You are now printing Rolfe’s book on shells #—Yes, there.have been a cerfain

number of subscribers got for that work ; but scarcely enough to induce the
author to go on with the work. ' | L

What will the price of that work be 7—About 6o guincas a copy.

Will the author be able to go on with that Work if this delivery tukes place ?—
I think, unless he gets much greater encouragement than he has.alrcady
had, I think the giving eleven copies would prevent its going on ; it would have
a great tendency to doit,  There is also Mr. Baber's Fac Simile of the Codex
Alexandrinus ; he has already printed the Psaliis d$ a specimén, and the sub-
scriptions are only just suflicient to reimblirét the expence of theipriy!iﬁ}j};;
without any thing for his own labour, and I think the giving eleven copics Would
deter him from going ofh

Is it not within your own experience, that there are a great many authors
who are willing to publish their works, if théy can be brought home through the
expenses -~ have printed works for a number of learned wicn, some of whom
“have been cmﬂém::r‘ to lose on the sale of the whole impyression; to go to press
with the work, when they were sure, if that impression all sold, they would not
be paid the money they must expend, or with a conviction that they would
-only just be paid. , _

In such a case, where withott the eleven copics being subtracted they would
just be repaid,.do you think, if the eleven copiés were taken away it would dis-
“éourage the publication?—In many instances it would; if the authors were
affluent, or very zealons for stience, they might oo to press; bit then a great
injury would be done to them, by making their love of knowlédge still further inju.
rious to their circumstances, . . |

In small itpressions of 250 copics, docs it hot frequently happen, that where
any profit is expected, it is not more than equal to the value of the eleven copies?
—There are often cases where the profit on the whole sale is not greater than the
eleven copiss; certainly, in treatises on matters of learning. |

But including books of high merits in a literary point of view ?—1T know, in
My, Kirby's Monographia Apum, which is spoken of as our best work of the
kind, and he is out of pocket by the work.

In cascs of this kind, does it not often happen, that faine being the object of
the author of the werk, though he is content not to gain, lie cannot afford to lose ?
—Yoes, that is'the cafe with the shoémaker, whom I mentiéned belore, with !us'
book on insccts. -

. It was a-shoemaltel who wrote this valuable Book of insects ?—Yes. _

Then, in that case, the cleven copies being taken away-would be a great
Joss ?---Yes. = . | |

T'hen, in that point of vicw, you think the operation of this claim would really
be an impediment to Jiterature in many casesF—I certainly th}t_ﬂ-: this casc
WERI prevent, it many ¢ids, the publication’ of those wéTks wiiich afe most
calculated to advance knowledge, "

@
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Aln . Togler. Do youthink that two-pence or three-pence in the pound sterling, wonld
e— ) “injure the sale of a work >—That is a question any body can judge of as well
as mysclf, _

Mr. Turner.] TIs it the case, that in the werks you speak of it can be so
-small as that#-—Certainly not; in the case of one of the works I have mentioned,
there were only one hundred copies printed, therefore it must be more than two-
pence or three-pence in a pound.

Commiftee ] Would the addition -of sixpence in the pound discourage the
publication of any work whatever ?—It would discourage the author from
printing the work at all, by requiring a greater'expenditure, and causing a
greater risk ; for supposing you take any number, as the number of the edition,
say 250 copies, if he knew he could not sell the whole, there would be a

d.scourngeme::t.

Would the addition of sixpence in the pound discourage the publication of
any work whatever ?—Every increase -of pricg must u‘)emte to prevent the sale;
sy opinion is, that it certainly would, but in a smaller degree than a larger

addition.

Martis, 6* die Aprilis 1813,
DAVIES GIDDY, Esq. in The Chair,
Mr, Turner heard on behalf of the Booksellers.
[Delivers in a Paper marked D.]

« Monrrications desived by the Booksellers, and submitted ‘to the
counsideration -of the Committee.

Only five Copies to be given ; one to cach of the three Kingdoms, and one to
<ach of the two English Universities:

Or, if more,—That

One-third, or one-fourth of the price, as published, be paid for the copies

dclivered,
Mixor MobrricaTioNs.

Printers copy to be the copy delivered to the British Museam.

Act to have no retrospective operation.

None to be delivered but on demand.

None where the copyright is abandoned,

None where no copies are printed for general sale.

No books with coloured prints.

No books with priuts only ; or where the letter-press shall be only a description
or illnstrative of the plates, or not be a continued narrative or treatise.

No Songs or Music.

No Newspapers,

No books printed by subscription, unless afterwards advertised or published
for general sale.

No Reprint of foreizn works.

No Reprint, unless where the additions shall, in any one part, exceed a page ;
and to have the option of giving the Additions separately, _

No works above ten gnineas, selling price, 10 be delivered, unless haif the
price be paid ; excepting Dictionaries or Cyclopedias.

All books to be entered, where the copyright is meant to be claimed.

Lists of the entries 10 be sent every month to the Libraries,

Bouvks to be demanded by the Librarics, within thiee months, and to be sent
within one month after demand,

The Libraries to preserve what they shall demand, and neither sell, waste,
nor give thein away.

Copyright to be made twenty-cight years, absolutely.”
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Mercurii, ¢8° die Aprilis 1813,
DAVIES GIDDY, Esq. in The Chair.
‘CONSIDERED Evidence.

Martis, 4* die Mait 1813.
DAVIES GIDDY, Esq. in The Chair.
REPORT considered.

Martis, 11° die Maii, 1815.
DAVIES GIDDY, Esq. in The Chair.

Commiitee took Report into consideration.

Martis, 18° die Maii, 1813.
Sir WILLIAM SCOTT, Bart. in The Chair.
REPORT considered,

Mercurii, 16* die Junii, 1813,
DAVIES GIDDY, Esq. in The Chair.

Sharon Turner, Esq. called in, and Examined by the Committee,
as follows:

ARE you aware of any custom, or pretended custom, in the book trade, which S, Turner, Ese.
operates to the disadvantage of authors; in their dealings with bookscllers P S—— =
I am aware of none at all. :

Are you of opinion, that any advantage would result to authors from a divi-
sion of the term of copy right into two portions, and from an enactment thut no
sale of the second portion should take place, till after the cxpiration of the first ?

—1I think no benefit would result to the authors; I think it would be desirable
that all contracts for copy right should be in writing, and that the term for
which the author disposes of it should be there expressed.

Do you conceive it would be no advantage to an author if he alienated the
subsequent part of his copy right, after a certain time had elapsed, five, six, or
seven years, which might enable him to judge alittle of the demand for and
the value of his work ?—I give two answers to that question; in some rare
cases it would be much more to his advantage to make a contract after the
experience of one or two editions ; but in the great majority of cases not, because
in the great majority of cases books do not sell.
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