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CERGAR ,

bmazgemem‘ of Learning, and for S, ecuring
~ the Property of Copies of Books to the
Rightful Owners thereof.

® HEREAS the Liberty which Printess, Bookfellers
== and other Perfons have of late frequently taken, in
‘!;’]Lj printﬁ, Reprinting, and Publifhing, or caufing tobe
- ':._..1'; Printed, Reprinted, and Publifhed Books, and other
SR Writings, without the Confent of the Authors thereof,
09 n whom the undoubred Property of fuch Books and
Writings, as the Produtt of their Learning and Labour,
RPENOREN rcmains; or of fuch Perfons, to whom fuch Authors,
: ¥ * for good Confiderations, have lawfully Transferred their
aght and Jitle cherein, 18 not only a great Difcouragement to Lr:arning in
meral, which in all Civilized Nations ought to receive the greateft Counte-
mee and Encouragement, but is alfo a Notorious Invafion of the Pro-
y of the Rightful Proprietors of fuch Books and Writings, to their

-great Derriment, and too often to the Ruin of them and their Fa-
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'OR PREVENTING therefore fuch Unjuft and Pernicious Praétices
the fature, and for the Encouragement of Learned Men to Compole
. Write Ufeful Books, and for the Prefervation of the Property of the
feful Owner thereof, May it pleafe Your Majefty, that it may be
ited, And be it Enacted by the Queen’s Moft Excellent Majefty, by
- with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and
ymons in this prefent Parliament Affembled, and by the Authority of
fame, That where any Author fhall hereafter Compofe or Write any
bk or Books, and fhall referve to himfelf the Copy or Copies of fuch
ok or Books, Share or Shares thereof; Or any Book{eller, Printer, or other
m, who hath already Purchafed or Acquired, or fhall hereafter Purchafe
fcquire the Copy or Copies of any Book or Books, Share or Shares
' in order to Print or Reprint the fame, That in any or either of thefe
s, if any other Bookfeller, Printer, or other Perfon whatfoever, from
after the Day of fhall Print,
or Import, or Caufe to be Printed, Reprinted, or Imported, any
- Book or Books, without the Confent of the Proprietor, or the

. of the Proprictors thereof firft had and obtained in Writing, figned
s Prefence of Credible Witnefles; Or fhall Sell,
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Publith, or Expofe to Sale, or'caufe to be Sold, Publifhed, or Expc
to Sale, any fuch Book or Books, without fuch Confent firft had an
obtained asaforefaid; then fuch Offender or Offenders fhall

i

AND WHEREAS many Perfons may .through Ignorance offend a#
gainft this A&, unlefs {fome Provifion be- made whereby the Property in
every fuch Book, #s is intended by this A&t to be fecured to the Pro-

' or Proprietors therecof, may be. Afeertain’dy as likewile the Confcnt

‘fuch Proprictor ot Proprictors for the Printing or Reprinting of fuch

k or Books may from time to time be known; : |

BE it therefore furcher Enalted by the Authority aforefaid, That nothing
in this A& contained thall be Conftrued to Extend to fubje& any Book=
{cller. Printer, or other Perfon whatfoever, to the Forfeicures or Penal=
ties therein mentioned, for or by Reafon of the Printing or Reprinting of
any Book or Books, without fuch Confent as aforefaid, unlefs the Tide
to the Copy of fich Book or Books heéreafter Publithed, fhall, before fuch
Publication, be entred in the Regifter-Book of the Company of Stationers, in
fuch manner as hath been ufual, (which Regifter-Book fhall at all Times be
kept at the Hall of the faid Company:) And unlefs fuch Confent of the
Proprictor or Proprictors be in like manner Entred, as aforefaid: For every o
which feveral Entries (hall be paidy and no more : Which
£zid Regifter-Book may at all feafenable and convenient Times be reforted
to and infpeéted by any Bookfeller, Printer, or other Perfon, for the Purpofé
before-mentioned, without any Fee or Reward, any thing in'this A& to e
Contrary notwithftanding, |

- PROVIDE D neverthelefs; And it is hereby further Enatted by the Aus
thority aforcfaid, That if any Bookfeller or Book{ellers, Printer or Printers, fhally
after the faid Day of fet a Price upon, or Scll, of
Expofe to Sale any Book or Books at fuch a Price or Rate as fhall be Conccive
by any Perfon or Perfons to be too high and unreafonable, it fhall and may
be Jawful for any Perfon or Perfons to make Complaint thereof to |

who, or any of them fhall, and have hereby full Power and Ag
thority from time to time to fend for, Summon or Call before him or them
iuch Bookicller or Bookfellers, Printer or Printers, and to Examine and Ei
quire of the Reafon of the Dearnefs and Enhauncement of the Price or Va
lue of {fuch Book or Books by him or them fo Seld or Expofed to Sale; as
if upon fuch Enquiry and Examination it fhall be found that the Price of fud

!:?mnk or Books 1s Enhauncedyor any wife too high or unreafonable, Then
_an {uch Cafe the faid

or an or more; of them fo Enquiring and Examinin
have hereby full Power and Authority to Reform and Redrefs the fame, ag
to Limit and Sertle the Price of every fuch Printed Book and Books from ti

10 tme accering to the beft of their Judgments, and as to them thall fee
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‘Juft and Reafonable. And 1n Cafe of Alteration of the Rate or Price from
what was Set or Demanded by fuch Bookfcller or Bookfellers, Printer or Prin-
ters, to Award and Order fuch Bookf{eller and Bookfellers, Printer and Prin-
ters, to pay all the Cofts and Charges that the Perfon or Perfons fo Complain-
ing fhall be put unto by Reafon of fuch Complaint, and of the Caufing fuch

~ Rate or Price to be fo Limitted and Settled. All which fhall be done by the
faid® -

or any _ of them, by Writing under their Hands and Seals, and
thereof publick Notice fhall be forthwith given by the faid Bookfeller or
Bookftllers, Printer or Printers, by an Advertifement in the Gazette : And if
any Bookfcller or Bookfellers, Printer or Printers, fhall, afcer fuch Settlement
made of the faid Rate or Pricey Sell or Expofe to Sale any Book or Books at
a higher or greater Price than what fhall have been fo Limitted and Settled as
aforefaid, Thenandin every fuch Cafe, fuch Bookfeller and Bookfellers, Prin-
ter and Printers fhall -.

PROVIDED always, and it 1s hereby declared, That one Copy of cach
" Pook or Books upon the beft Paper that from and after the faid :
- Day of - fhall be Printed and

Publifhed as aforefaidy or Reprinted and Publithed with Additions, fhall be De-
livered to the Treafurer of the faid Company of Stationers for the time being
at the Hall of the {iid Company, before fuch Publication made, for the Ufe
of the Univerfitics of Oxford and Cambridge, and the Royal Library re-

e&tively. |
3 f{? R OEU’ IDED, that nothing in this A& contained do Extend, or fhall be
Conftrued to Extend to Prohibit the Importation, Vending or Selling of any
of the Claflicks, either with or without Notes, or of any other Book or Books
Printed Originally beyond the Scas; Any thing in this A& contained to the
‘Contrary notwithftanding. : _ _ :

AND be it further Enaced by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Action
or Suit fhall be Commenced or brought againft any Perfon or Perfqns whatfo-
ever, for doing or caufing to be done any thing in Purfuance of this Atk the
Defendants in fuch A&ion may Plead the General Iflue, and give the Special
Matter in Bvidence : And if upon fuch Aétion a Verdit be given for the
Defendant, or the Plaintiff become Nonfuited, or Difcontinue his Action,
then the Defendant fhall have and recover for which
he (hall have the fame Remedy as a Defendant in any Cafe by Law hath.
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