Humbly offered to the Confideration of the Honourable

loule of Commons,

Relating to the Bill,
For Securing Property in Books, &r.

% Rinting, Bindingand Selling Books, is become a confiderable Manufa&ure
y of this Kingdom ; fo, that it is Worthy the Care of this Honourable
Houfe, to provide for the Improvement of a Trade, which is of {o great
. Impo. tance to the Publick ; but the Misfortune of it, hath been the Per-
petual, and too Succefsful Endeavours of fome Mercinary, and Self-ended Men,
to engrofs the chief Branches, of the whole Trade into their Hands by way
of Patents, and thereby raifc Exorbitant Profits to themfelves; to the Prejudice
of the Nation in General, and all Perfons concerned in Printing, Binding and
Selling Books.

'The Grofs of the Manufa&ture of Books, confifts of fuch Books as are in Ufe
for the Service of God, as the Bible, Teftament, Common-Prayer, Singing Pfalms,
&c. orfuchas are in Ule in Schools, as Primers, Pfalters, Grammars; and o
ontothe Claffick Authors, or {uch found Pieces of Practical Divinity, as have ob-
tained a General Reputation, fuch asthe Whole Daty of Man, the Praitice of Piea
1y, &c. As to Dibles, Teftaments, &c. they are Monopolized by a Patent
to fome particular Perfons ; School-Books, &s. are Monopolized by the Com-
pany of Stationers ; and thele Patentees have made it their conftant Endeavour,
to get Claufes inferted in Laws made for other Purpofés, to fortifie their Patents,
that under fuch ProteCtion, they might with Impunity, impofc what Extravie
gant Rates they plealed on their Books ; which I doubt not will plainly Appear to
have been very prejudicial to the Kingdom in general, and all other Traders in
Books, but themiclves,

Nothing will plainer prove this, than a Review of thofe Times in which the
Atk for Printing was.in Force : The Patentee for Bibles, &c. took 25, 64, for or-
dinary Bibles, which they now fell for 16 4. The Company of Stationers fold
150 Primers for 205. which conlidering the Cheapnels of Paper in thofe Days,
was fulltwo Thirds more than thewr prime Coft ; and § 4. per Book for Pfalters,
which was very near 4 times the prime Coft, and which they have fold fince for
4*d. and do now for 6 4. and fo generally in all other Patent- Books: The Con-
fequence of which Extortion was, that the Trade of the Nation was Difcouraged,
the PoBr opprefled and forced to give Treble the Value for fuch Books, as were
ablolutely neceffary for the Education of their Children ; which no doubt contri-
buted to the Increale of Ignorance, and all its Confequences.

As to Trade, thefe Praltices had this Effe@® : The Datch Printed prodigious
\umbers of Bibles, Teftaments, Common-Prayers, Plalters, &c. And by them
as th= remote Parts of this Kingdom, Scorland, Ireland, and all Qur Forreign
lantations fupply’d, while our Own Printers (being thus deprived of o largea
art of their Trade) were reduced to Poverty ; and great Numbers of Binders of
ooks, either wanted Imployment, or being Tempted by their Neceffities, to
ind fuch Forreign Printed Books, have had them Seized in their Hands, and
ave been Ruined by the Penalty of that A&, and the Clandeftine Contrivances
f the Patentees.

As for Property,it is Secured by Law already ; and thofe Perfons that complain
f want of Security, have itin their Power to {ecure themfielves,and benefit the
‘ation, by taking juftand Moderate Prizes for their Books ; and if they will not
o fo, it is hoped chey will never be Incouraged in their Extravagant Extortiens
yalaw.
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is T hone I have (with Submiffion) given clear Inftances of their Extorti€

o the Evil Conféquences of it plainly appear by this, when Biébles were Sold

= i 6 d. per Book, Multitudes were Brought hishet from Holland, but now the

e but 16 4. per Book, Dcuble the Quantity isSold at Home, and {carce a Dute
3tble o befcen or heard of,

It isalledged to be a great Injury to Reprint any Copy, that another Perfe
el given a Valuable Confideration for, and Runthe Rifique of Printing firf§
and indeed {0 ir is,and it is reafonable People fhould be reftrained from it : But wi
humble Submiffion, this is not the Cafe of the Patentees above-mention’d, t
do nor run the Hazard a Book{eller doesin Printing a private Copy, which fom
times Sells fo Dall, as not to Reinburfe him his Charges: Whereas thofe tl
Claim, are Books of Publick, and Perpetual Ule; ot which many Thoufands
Vended every Year. | _

The Company of Stationers, ‘have often acknowledg’d their Patent w
eracted rothe end,the Subjedts of this Kingdom might be {fupply’d with fuchBog
faiily Printed, at Moderate Prizes ; but contrary to what they acknowledg
was the Intent of their Grants, they have Sold many Impreflions of Books, wh
have been Irinted in fuch Unworkman-like Manner, and on fuch Coarfe Paps
that they were {carce Legiable toexpert Readers, 1

It would be anIncrufion on yourPatience, to recite the Intreagues of ‘thefe Patg
tces, and the Milchicfs thereof to the whole Nation in general ; and -as to ¢
Bil, 1t may fafely beaverred, the Inconveniencies it prevents, are but Trifls
to thofe it may caufe: There are but few Inftances, if any, of any confideral
Dammage done toany Perfonin their Private Property ; ana would all Perfg
wlo have ufeful Copiesincheir Hands, be fo Juft tothereft of Mankind, as
difpoleof them for Moderate Profit, there would be no Reafon to fear it ;
from the Experignce of former Times, there istoo mtch Reafonto fear
Znd of this Bill is to cnable Patentees, gnd Others, to Extort what they ple
for their Books: Which asin many Others, {fo 1n this Particular, will be a g
Difadvantage to Scholars, and all Ingenious People, who will be ma de Pay dou
as much for Books, as theirreal Value is ; to prevent which, it is Humbly Pray
that a Claufe may be added to this Bill, 'That all Patentees miay be ﬂ'b'liged to
their Booksdor 6us8:d in €very Pound Profit, above the Prime Coft, and may
Iyabic'toa Penalty, ifthey prelume totake more,

Note, Whereas it is conflantly the Plea of the Company of Station
That theygive 200 Lpee Annum, ost of the Profits of 1
Pazent, toward the Support ¢f Poor Members afﬁw;’r Conig

v B © fhejodre defired to inforis the World, whar isdope with t
e maining Part f:fgqpr:- I, per Anndm, which by a Modeit G
putation it ﬂ.ffppﬂjbd they raife by their Patent, &c.



