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fide, -and" Obedience, on the other; the

sute of War and Slavery ceafes, as long

s the' Compaét endures. For, as has

weén faid; no Man can, by agrcement,
.over to another that which he hath
“in himfelf, a Power over his own

e 2t 10 Laerrt A |
o confefs, we find among the Fews, as
well as other Nations, that Men did fell
demfelves ; but, ’tis plain, this wasonly
wDrudgery, not to Slavery. For, it 1s
evident, the Perfon fold was not under an

~ Abfolute . Arbitrary , Defpotical Power.
Fot the Mafter could not have Power to -
kll_him, at any time, whom, at a cer-
win‘time, he was obliged to let go free

ot of his fervice: And the Mafter of

fich 2 Servant was o far from having

' itvArbitrary Power over his Life, that he
could not, at pleafure . fo much as maim
hitn, but the Lofs of an Eye, or Tooth,
tthim free, Exod. XXL.

L]

. CHAP. V.
- Of PROPERTY.

X THether we confider natural
V'V Reafon, which tells us, that
Men, being once born, have a right to
R 2 their

.;l,'l:
28,
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their Prefervation, and confequently ¢,
Meat and Drink, and fuch other things,
as Nature affords for their Subfiftence.
Or Rewelation, which gives us an account
of thofe Grants God made of the World
to Adem, and to Noah, and his Sons; s
very clear, that God, as K. David fays,
Plal, CXV. XVj. has given the earth.tg. the
Children of men, given it to Mankind jp
common, - But this being fuppofed, i
leems to-fome a very great difficulty hoy
any one fhould ever come to have a Py

erty 1n any thing ; I will not content my
E:lf to anfwer, That if it be difficultto
make. out Property, upon a fuppofition,
That God gave the World' to  4dum ang
his Pofterity in common ; it is impoffible
that any Man, .but one univerfal Monarch,
fhould have any Property upon a {uppofi-
tion, That God gave the World to Adem,
and his Heirs in Succeffion, exclufive of
all the reft of his Pofterity. But I fhall
endeavour to fhew, how Men might
come to have a Property in fevéral parts of
that which God gave to Mankind in com-
mon, and that without any exprefs Com-
pact of all the Commoners. o
20. God , who hath given the World
t0 Men in commor, hath alfo given them
reafon to make ufe of itto the beft advan-
tageof life,and convenience. The Earth,and

aﬂj
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|l that is'therein, is given to Men for
4i¢'Spport and Comfort of their being.
gid-though ‘all the Fruus it naturally
produces, and Beafts it feeds, belong to
Mankind in common, as they are produ-
¢d by 'the {pontaneous hand of Nature;
4d'fio body has originally a private Do-
minion, exclufive of the reft of Mankind,
it any of them, asthey are thus in their
warural ftate : yet being given for the ufe
of Men, there muft, of neceffity, be a
fieans to appropriate them fome way or
sther before they can be of any ufe, or at
ill beneficial to any particular Men. 'The
Fruit, or Venilon which nourifhes the
wild Indian, who knows no Inclofure, and
s (kill 2 Tenant 1n common, muft be his,
ind 1o his, 7.e.a partof him, that another
anno longer have any right to it, before
it‘can do him any good for the fupport of
fis Life'. | |

- g9, Though the Earth, and all inferior

Creatures be common to all Men, yet
every Man has a Property in his own Per-

| fon.” This no Body hasany Right to but

himfelf, The Labour of his Body, and
the Work of his Hands, we may {ay, are
properly his. Whatfoever them he re-
inoves out of the State that Nature hath
provided, * and left it in, he hath mixed
his Labour with 1t and joined to 1t fome-
. R 3 thing
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thing that is hisown, and thereby make
it his Property. Tt being by him removeg
from the common ftate N ature placed it
in, it hath by this labour fomething an.
nexed to it, that excludes the ‘commoy
rightof other Men. For this /sbour beipg
the unqueftionable Property of the La:
bourer, no Man but he can have a right
to What that is once joined to, at leaft
where there is enough, and as good lef: in
common for others. N k
28. He that is nourifhed by the Acorng
he pickt up under an Oak, or the Apples
he gathered from the Trees in the Wood;
has certainly appropriated them to hims
felf. No Body can deny but the nourifh.
ment s his. I ask then, when did they
begin to be his 7 When he digefted ? or
when he eat? Or when he boiled ? Or
when he brought them home? Or when
he pickt them up? And ‘tis plain, if the
firft gathering made them not his, nothing
clfecould. That labour put a diftinction
between them and common. 'T'hat added
lomething to them more than N ature, the
common Mother of all, had done ; and o
they became his private right. And will
any one fay he had no right to thofe Acorns |
or Apples he thus appropriated, becaufé
he had not the confent of all Mankind to

make them his? Was it a Robbery thus
' to
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o affume o himfelf what belonged to all
i‘p',_,(;ommqn?_ If fuch a confent as that
gas neceffary, Man had ftarved, notwith-
fanding the Plenty God had given him.
we fee in Commons, which remain {o by
Gompa& , that’tis the taking any partof
ghat is common , and removing it out.
ofthe ftate Nature leaves it in, which be-
gins the Property ; without which the

Common is of no ufe. And the taking of
this or that part, does not depend on the
exprefs confent of all the Commoners.
Thus the Grafs my Horfe has bit; the
Turfs my Servant has cut ; and the Ore 1
have dig’d in any place where T have a
right to them in common with others,
hecome my Property , without the aflig-
nation or confent of any body. The la-
bour that was mine, removing them out
of that common fate they were in, hath
fixed my Property in them.

.29, By making an explicit confent of
every Commoner , neccflary to any ones
appropriating to himf{clf any part of what
I§ given in common. Children or Ser-
vants could not cut the Meat which their
Pather or Mafter had provided for them
in common, without affigning to every
* one his peculiar part. Though the Water
running in the Fountain bg every ones;
yet who can doubt blii chat in the Pitcher:
N 4. - 1§
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15 his only who drew it out-?  His laboyp,
hath'taken it out of the hands of Nature:
where it was common ;] and belong’d.¢.
qually to all heér Children; and hath theréy
by appropriated it to binfelfi 175 i

30, Thus this Law of reafon malkes the.
Deer, that Indian’s who hath killed it ; 'tis
allowed to be his goods who hath beftow
c¢d his labour upon it,. though before, jt.
was the common right of évery one. And!
amongft thofe who are counted the Civid,
hiz'd part OE -Mankind 5 ‘who -havc:made,a
and multiplied pofitive Laws to determing
Property, this original Law of Nature for:
the beginning of Property; in what was
before common, fill takes place ; and by
vertue thereof, what Fifh any one catches/
in the Ocean, that great and fl] remain:
1hg Common of Mankind 5' or what: Am«
bergriele any one rakes u p here, is by the/

N -|‘
Hicr
[}

« labour that removes j¢ out of that com::

mon ftate Nature left it in, made his Pro-
perty who takes that pains about ir. Arid:
cven amongft us the Hare that any oneis:
Hunting, is thought his who purfues her:
during the Chafe,” For being a Beaft that-
15 {till looked upon as.common, and no:
Man’s private. Pofle(fion > Who-ever has
imploy'd fo much labour about any of that:
kind, as to find land purfue her, has there+
by removed her from the ftate of Nature, -
" , wherein
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wherein The was common , and hath be«
éansa Property.. ' |
~g1.-It will perhaps be objetted to this,
That if gathering the Acorns , or other
Fruits of the Earth, & makes a right to
them, then any one may ingrols as much
s he will. - “To which I Anfwer, Not fo.
The fame Law of Nature that does by this
means give us Property , does alfo bound
that Property too. God has given us all
things richly, 1 'Tim. vi. 12. Is the Voice
of Reafon confirmed by Infpiration. But
how far has he given it us, #o enjoy? As
much as any ' one can make ufe of toany
advantage of life before it {poils; fo much
he may by his labour fix'a Property 1n.
Whatever is beyond this, is more than his
fhare,' and belongs to others. Nothing
was made by God for Man to {poil or de-
ftroy. And thus confidering the plenty
of natural Provifions there was along time
inthe World, and the.few {penders, and
tohow fmall a part of that provilion the
induftry of one Man could extend it felf,
and ingrofs it to the prejudice of others ;
-~ elpecially  keeping within the bounds fet
- by reafon of what might ferve for hisufe ; -
 there could be then little room for quar-

tels or contentions about Property {o efta-
o " “ '

32. -But




- being now not the Fruits of the Earg
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32. But the chief matter of PITOE:;M

and

the Beafts that fubfift onit, but the Eaply
it {elf 5 as that which takes in and carriey

with it all the reft : I think. it is plaig,

- that Property in that too is acquired as the

former. As much Land asa Man Tills,
Plants, Improves , Cultivates, and cag

- ufe'the Produ of; {o much s his Pro.

percy. He by his labour does as it wepe
inclofe it from the Common. Nor willig
invalidate his right to fay, Every body
elfe has an equal title toit; and therefore
he cannot appropriate, he cannot inclof,
without the confentof all his Fellow-Com-
moners, all Mankind. God when he gave
the World in common to all Mankind,
commanded Man alfo to labour, and the
penury of hisCondition required it of him
God and his Reafon commanded himto
fubdue the Earth, i.e, improve it for the
benefit of Life, and therein lay out fome
thing upon it that was his own, his labour;
He that in obedience to this Commandof
God, {ubdued, tilled and fowed any part
of it, thereby annexed to it fomething that
was his Property, which another had ng
Title to, nor-could without injury take
ﬂ‘Dm him. T

33« Nor was this appropriation of any
parcel of Land, by improving it, any 5{‘6;
: ~ Judice
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.dice to any other Man, fince there was
fill enough, and as good left; and more
than the ' yet unprovided could ufe.. So
that in effe€t, there was never the lefs left
for others becaufe of his inclofure for him-
¢lf. For he that leaves as much asano-
ther can make ufe of, does as good as take
aothing at all. No Body could think
himfelf injur’d by the drinking of another
Man, though he took a good draught,
who hada whole River of the fameWater
lefe him to quench his thirft. Aad the
Cafe of Land and Water, where there is
enough of both, is perfeltly the fame.
'34. God gave the World to Men 1n
Common, but fince he gave it them for
their benefit, and the greateft Convenien-
des of Life they were capable to draw
from it; it cannot be fuppofed he meant
it fhould always remain common and un-
alltivated. He gave it to the ufe of the
induftrious and rational, (and labour was
tabe his title to it ;) not to-the phancy or
covetoufnefs of the quarrelfome and con-
tentions.  He that had as good left for his
- improvement , as was already taken up,
~ fiteded not complain, ought not to med-
- dlewith what was already improved by
another’s labour : if he did, ’tis plain he
defired the benefit of anothers pains which
he'had no right to, and not the grciqni:l_,
| which
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which God had given him in comm
with others to labour:on, and whereof
there was as good left as that already poft
fefled ; and more than he knew wh;
to do with, or his induftry could reaeh
- to. - 40
. 35- ’Tistrue, in Land that is commu;
- 1 England, or any other Country, where
there 1s plenty of people under Gover.
I ment, who have Money and commercg;
i no one can inclofe or appropriate any part,
! withoutthe confent of all his Fellow-Con
moners : Becaule this is left common by .
Compact, i.e. by the Law of the Land
which is not tobe violated. And though
it be Common, in refpe@ of fome Men,
) it is not {0 to allMankind ; but is the joint
* propriety of this Country, or this Parifh
Belides, the remainder, after fuch inclé-
jure; would not be as good to the reftof
the Commoners as the whole was, whef
they could all make ufe of the whole:
whereas in the beginning and firft pec-
pling of the great Common of the World,
1t was quite otherwife. The Law Man
was under was rather for appropriating
God Commanded , and his wants forced
him to labour. That was his Property
which could not be taken from him where-
ever he had fixedit.  And hence fubduing
or cultivating the Earth , and having Do

- munon
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minion; we {ee, are join'd together. The
me gave Title to the other. So that God,
by commanding to {ubdue, gave Autho-
rity {0 far to appropriate.  And the Con-
dition of humane Life, which requires la-
bour and materials to work on, necefla-
rly introduce private Pofleflions.

36, 'The meafure of Property, Nature
well fet, by the Extent of MensLabour,
aad the Conveniency of Life : no Man’s
Labour could fubdue, or appropriate all ;
not could his Enjoyment confume more
, than a {fmall part; i}-:f) that it was impofli-
ble for any: Man, this way, to intrench
upon the Right of another, or acquire, to
himfelf, a Property, to the Prejudice of
his Neighbour, who would. {till have
room, for as good, and as large’a Poflefli-
on (after the other had taken out his) as
before it was appropriated ; which mea-
fire did confine every Man’s Pof-
feflion, to a very moderate Proportion,
and fuch as he might appropriate to him-
elf, withoutInjury to any Body, in the
- firft Ages of the World, when Men were
more in danger to be loft, by wandering
from their Company, in the then vait
Wildernefs of the Earth, than to be
ftriatned for want of room to plant in.
And the fame meafure may be allowed
{ill, without prejudice to any Bqdy?fgl?
ilis: U
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full as the World feenis.  For {uppofing
a Man; or Family; inthe {tate they were
at firft, peopling of theWorld by the Chik
dren of Adam, or Noab ; let-him plane iy
fome in-land, vacant places of Amserivy;
we fhall find that the Poffefions, he could
make himfelf; upon the meafures we have
given, would not be very large, nor, even
to this day, prejudice the reft of Man
kind, or give them reafon to complain,
or think themf{elves injured by this Man's
Incroachment, . though the Race of Met
have now fpread themf{elves to all the cor:
ners of the World, and do infinitely ex:
ceed the {mall number was at the beginé
ning. Nay the extent of Ground is of {0
little value, without Labour, that T have
heard it affirmed, that, in Spainic felf; s
Man may be permitted to ‘{alough, fow]
and reap, without being difturbed, upod
Land he has no other Title to, but-o;lrli-
his making ufe of it. But, on the contra
ry, the Inhabitants think thémielvs bes
holden to him, who, by his Induftry, on
neglected, and confequently wafte Land,
has increafed the ftock of Corn, which
they wanted. But be this as it will, which
1lay no firefs on; this I dare boldly af
firm, That the fame Rule of Propriety;
(wiz.) that every Man fhould have as

much as he could make ufe of, would
hold
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pold-&till in the World, without firait-
sing any'body, fince there is Land enough
ifithe World, 'to {uffice double the Inha-
hitants;: had'not the Invention of Money,
and the tacit -Agreement of Men, to put
ilvalue on ity introduced ( by Confent )
lrgér Poffeffions, and a Right to them;
which, how it has done, I fhall, by and
bys'fhew more at large. - |
w3 This is certain, That in the begin-
ping,” before the defire of having more
thin: Men needed, had altered the intrin-
fick value of things, which depends only
axtheir ufefulnefs to the Life of Man ; or
lad:agreed , that a little piece of yellow
Metal, which would keep without walft-
ing ot decay, fhould beworth a great piece
of Flefh, or a whole heaprof Corn; though
Men had a Right to appropriate, by their
Labour, each one to himfelf, as much of
the things of Nature, as he could ule : yet
thisrcould not be much, nor to the Pre-
judice of others, where the fame plenty
was {till left, to thofc who would ufe the
fame Induftry.
1 Before the Appropriation of Land, he

- Who gathered as much of the wild Fruit,
killed, ‘caught, or tamed as many of the
Beafts as he could ; he that fo employed
his Pains about any of the {pontaneous.
Products of Nature, as any way to alter
bioy] them,.
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tilled ‘and reaped, laid up and matle uft
. of, before it fpoiled, that was his peculs

- gathering, and laying up, this part of ‘th¢
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them, from the ‘ftate Nature put tl’iaﬁi:iﬁ,

by placing any of His Labour on' them
de ther¢by acquire a Propriety in them:

but if they perifhed, in his Poffe(fion,
- without their due ufe ; if the Fruitsrotted

or the Venifon putrified, before he could
fpend it, he offended againft the common
Law of Nature, and was liable to be pu |
nifhed ; he invaded his Neighbour's fhare,
for he had no Right, farther than hi
Ule called for any of them, and: they

- might ferve to aftford him Conveniencits

of Life.

" 38, The fame meafures govexrned the

Poflefion of Land too: Whatfoever' bt

Right; whatfoever he enclofed, and cobl
feed, a.ﬂd_ make ufe’of, the Cattle and Pro
duét was alfo his. But if either the Graf

- of his Inclofure rotted on the Ground,.ot

the Fruit of his, planting perifhed withou:

Earth, notwithftanding his Inclofure, was
{till to be looked on as Wafte, and might
be the Pofieffion of any other. Thusyat
the beginning, (#i» might take as much
Ground as he could till, and make it his

‘own Land, and yet leave enough to Abel's
Sheep to feed on; a few Acres would

ferve for poth their Poffeffions. But
e Families
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families increafed, and induftry inlarged
heir frocks, their Poffeffions inlarged with
die need of them ; ‘but yet it'was. com-
“monly without any fixed property.in the
ground they made ufe of, till they incor-
porated, fetled themficlves togethery and
puile Cities , and then ,::by confént;’ they
ume in time, to fet out the bounds of
their diftin& Territories , and agree on
limits between them and theirNeigh-
pours ; and by Laws within themfelves,
fetled the Properties:of. thofe of thedame
Society. For we fee, ‘that in that.pakt of
' the World which was firft inhabited,. and
therefore like to be beft peopled , ‘even as
low -down _as Abrabam’s time, theywan-
dered with their Flocks, and their Herds,
which was their fubftance, freely up and
down - and this <4braham did; n aCoun-
try wheré he was.a’ftranger. Whence it
isplain, that, atleaft, a great partofithe
' Land lay in Common. “That the Inhas
- bitants valued it not, nor claimed:Pros
perty: in any more than they made:ufe of.
But when there was not room enough in
the fame place , for their Herds'to-feed
together , they, by confent, as Abrabam
and Loz did , Gen. xiii. 5. feparated and
ilarged their Pafture, where it beft liked
#e S them:
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theml:; And for the fame Reafon Efu
weat:-from ' his Father , and his Bro, |
theo ,2and: planted 1n Maount Seiry Gep, |
XWENE O 0o D D ’

¥ T L | " ..'.. .
TIP3 SR L E

U3 Qe Afﬂthl.lﬂy ';ﬂitrmﬂt fupmﬁng any
private Plominion, and property in ddm,

‘avebalkthe World , exclufive of all other
Men, which can no.way be proved, no
any ones Property be made out from i,

but fappofing the Warld given as it wis
to:the Children of Men in common, . we
fee howlabour could make Men diftind
eitles rorfeveral parcels of it, for their pri
varevufes ; wherein. there could- be. n
doubt-of right; no room for quarrel.

A5y 1 g B § G140 LB " il
a0« Nt is it {o ftrange as perhaps b
fore,confideration it may appear, that th
Propertj of labour fhould be able to.over
ballancarTcCOmmunity of Land. For s
labour-indeed that: puts the difference o
valiid.on every thing; and let any o
canfidert; what the difference is betwes
an: Acreof - Land planted with "Tabac
or Sugar fown with Wheat' or Barley;
andan-Acre.of the fame Land lying ¥
common, without any Husbandry upo

it; and:he will find , that the 1mprove
| menk




(259) s
nent of labour makes the far greater part
fthe value. - I think it will be buta very
godeft Computation to fay, that of the
hoduéts of the Earth ufetul to the Life
§Man 2, are the effets of labour : nay,
i we will rightly eftimate things as they
ome to our ufe , and caft up the leveral
wpences about them ; what in themis
arely owing to Nature, and what to la-
pur, we fhall find, that in moft of them.
» are wholly to be put on' the account of

41, Fhere cannot be a ¢clearer demon-
fration of any thing, than feveral Nations’
of the Americans are of this, who are
ichin Land , and poor in all the Com-
forts of Life ; whom Nature having fur-
tihed as liberally as any other people,
with the materialsof Plenty, 7. é. a fruit-
fil Soil , apt to produce. in abundance,
what might ferve for food, rayment, and
dlight ; yet for want of improving it by
bour, have not &, part of the Conveni-
tcies we enjoy.. And a King of a large
ind fruitful Territory there, feeds, lodges,’
ind is clad worfe thana day Labourer i

England.
- S 2 4'.2"'.‘: To
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42. 'To make this a little clearer, f
us but trace fome of the ordinary provi
fions of Life , through their feveral pr.

refles, before they come to our ufe, and

{
|
I
a
|

fee how much they receive of their valy]

froni human induftry. Bread, Wine apy
Cloth are things of daily ufe and grey

plenty, yet notwithftanding Acorns, Wa|

ter, and Eeaves, or Skins, muft be o
Bread, -Drink and Cloathing , -did not
bour furnith us with thele more ufefi
Commodities, For whatever Bread
njore ‘worch than ‘Acorns, Wine tha
Water, and Cloth or Silk than Leavy
Skins ot Mofs, that is wholly owing tok
bour and induftry. The oneof thefel:
ine the food and rayment which uml
fifted’ Nature furnifhes us with; tk
other Provifions which our induftry a
pains prepare for us, which how mud
they exceed the other in value, ‘when a
one hath computed, he will then fee hof
much labour makes the far greateftp
of the value of things we enjoy in thf

+he materials, is fcarce to be reckon’d in?
any, Or at moft, but a very {mall part
it ¢ {o little, that evenamong(t us, L¥

v
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qat is lefe wholly to Nature, that hath no

ipprovement of Pafturage, Tillage, or

Panting, is called, as indeed it s, waft ;

.od we fhall find the benefit of it amount

plittle more than nothing. .

43. An Acre of Land that bears here
Twenty Bufhels of Wheat, and another in
merica, which, with the fame Husban-
&y, would do the like, are, without -

doubt, of the fame natural, intrinfick

Value. But yet the Benefit Mankind re-

¢ives from one in a Year is worth 5/ and

the other poffibly not worth a Penny ; if

ol the Profit an Indian received from it

were to be valued,and fold here ; at leaft, 1
may truly fay, not ... *T'is Labour then
which puts the greateft part of Value
won Land, without which it would
farcely be worth any thing +¢’tis to that
we owe the greateft part of all its ufeful
Produts; for all that the Straw, bran,
Bread, of that Acre of Wheat, 1s more
worth than the Produtt of an Acre of
as good Land, which lies wafte, is all
the. Bffe of Labour. TFor ’tis not
barely the Plough-man’s Pains, the Reap-

er's and Threfher’s Toil, and the Baker’s
S ‘)’ S“'fa&
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Sweat, is'to be counted into the Brey|
we eat ; the Labour of thofe who broj |
the Oxen, who digged and wrought th
Iron and Stones, who felled and framej)
the Timber imployed about the Plough}
Mill, Oven, or any other Utenfils, whig
are a vaft Number, requifite to this Cor,
from its fowing to its being made B
muft all be charged on the account of La
bour, and received as aneffet of that:N;.
ture and the Earth furnifhed only thel

*T'would be a ftrange Catalogue of things
that Induftry provided and made ufé ¢
about every Loaf of Bread before 1t cam
to our ufe, if we could trace them; Iro,
Wood, Leather, Bark, Timber, Stom,
Bricks, Coals, Lime, Cloth, Dyin
Drugs, Pitch, Tar, Mafts, Ropes, a
all the Materials made ufe of in the Ski
that brought any of the Commoditi
made ufe of by any of the Work-me
to any part of the Work, all 'whit
‘twould be almoft impoffible, atleaft to
long,toreckonup. =~ © © "

44 From all which it is evident, th
!:hc,;the things of Nature are given
. L - common:



gmmon: Man (by being
Glf, and Proprietor -of :
d she A&ions or Labour of it) had ftill.
in himfelf the great Foundation of  Pro-
perty 2nd that which made up the great
part of what he applyed to the Support.-
o Comfort of his being , when Invention
and Arts had improved the conveniencies:
of Life, was perfeCtly his own, and did-
ot belong in common toothers. .

.48 Thus Labour, in the beginning,
gave a Right of Property, where-ever
any one was pleafed to imploy it, upon
what was common, which remained, a
long while, the far greater part, and Is
yet more than Mankind makes ufe of.
Men, at firft, for the moft part, content-
od themfelves with what un-affifted Na-
ture offered to their Neceffities; and
though afterwards, in fome parts of the
World, where the Increafe of FPeo-
le and Stock, with the Ule of ‘Money,
.d made Land fcarce , and fo of
fome Value, the feveral C ommunities
fetled the Bounds of their diftin& Ter-
titories , and , by Laws, within thems

| felves, regulated the Propertics of the
' ' S 4 private




%rqgﬁpé.&i and Agreement, fetled the Prg.
perty which Labour and Induftry begap, |
And the Leagues, that have been mads
between feveral States and Kingdoms,
either exprefly or tacitly dif-owning a||
Claim and Right to the Land in the o
thers Poflefflion, have, by common Con
{ent, given up their Pretences to their
natural common Right , which original-
ly they had to thofe Countries: and fo
have, by pofitive Agreement, {ettled a
Property amongft. themfelves, in diftin@
Parts of the World; yet there are fiill
great Tralls of Ground to be found, |
which the Inhabitants thereof, not ha
- ving joyned with the reft of Manlind,
in the confent of the Ufe of their com:
- mon Money, lye wafte, and are more than
the People, who dwell on1t, do, or can
make ufe of , and fo ftill lye in common.
Though this can {carce happen amongf
that part of Mankind that haye copfent:
ed to the Ufe of Money.

{_ﬁ | ( 264)
| ivate Men of their Society, and fo, b

46. The greatéﬁ part of things really
ufeful to the Life of Man, and fuch a
the neceflity of fubfifting made th%ﬁrl’t.
i | | L0
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commoners of the World look after, as.
+doth the  mericans now, are generally
hings of fhort duration, fuch as, it they
e not confumed by ufe, will decay and
perifh of themfelves. Gold, Silver, and
piamonds, are things, that Phancy,.or
Agreement hath put the Value on, more
than real Ufe, and the neceflary Support
f Life : Now of thofe good things which
Nature hath provided in common, cvery
one hath a Right ( as hath been {aid ) to
2s much as he could ufe, and had a Pro-
perty 1n all he could effe& with his La-
- bour ¢ all that his Induftry could extend
to, to alter from the State Nature had
put it in, was his. He that cathered a
Hundred Bufhels of Acorns or Apples,
had thereby a Property in them; they
were his Goods, as foon .as gathered.
He was only to look that he uied them
hefore they {poiled; elfc he tovk more than
his fhare, and robb’d others. And indeed
it was a foolifh thing, as well as difhonelt,
to hoard up more than he could make ufe
- of. If he gave away a partto any body elfe,
o that it perifhed not ufelelly in his
Poffeffion, thefe he alfo made ufe of.
And if he alfo, bartered away Plumbs,
that would have rotted 1 a Weeltg ,
or
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" for Nuts that would laft good for his eat.

“change his Sheep for Shells, or Wooll for

{try were apt to give Men Poffeffions 1

Bl
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ing a whole Year, he did no injury; he
waited not the common Stock ; dcll.{royuj
no part of the portion of Goods that be.
longed to others, fo long as nothing pe.
rithed ufelefly in his hands. Again, I
he would give his Nuts'for a piece:of
Metal, pleafed with its colours or ex.

a fparkling Pebble or a Diamond, and
keep thofe by him all his Life, he inv.
ded not the Right of others; he might
heap up as much of thefe durable thin
as he pleafed : the exceeding of the bou
of his juft Property not lying in the large
nefs of his Poffeffion, but the perifhing
of any thing ufelefly in 1t.

47. And thus came in the ufe of Mo
ney , fome lafting thing that Men might
keeF without fpoiling, and that, by mu:
tual confent, Men would take in exchangt
for the truly ufeful, but perifhable Sup
ports of Life, |

48. And as different degrees of Indv §
different
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different Proportions, fo this Invention of
Money gave them the opportunity to
continue and enlarge them. For fup-

fing an Ifland, feparate from all poffi-
E?c Commerce with the reft of the World,
wherein there were but a Hundred Fa-
milies, but there were Sheep, Horfes
and Cowes, with other ufeful -Animals,
wholefome Fruits, and Land enough for
Corn, for'a Hundred thoufand times as
many, but nothing in the Ifland, either
becaufe of its Commonnefs, or perifh-
ablenefs, fit to fupply the Place of Mo-
hey: What reafon could any one have
there to enlarge his Poffeffions, beyond
the ufe of his Family, and a plentiful
{upply toits Confumption, eitherin what
their own Induftry produced , or they
- could barter for like perifhable, ufeful
~ Commodities, with others? Where there
is not fomething both lafting and {carce,
~ and {o valuable to be hoarded up, there
~ Men will not be apt to enlarge their
Poffe.fions of Land, were it never {o rich,
never fo free for them to take. For I
ask, What would a Man value Ten thou-
- fand, or an Hundred thoufand Acres of
excellent Land, ready cnltivated, and
well ftocked too with Cattle, in the
. - ~ middle



— ., BT .. LT o . —

* portion to Food , Rayment, and Carti:
‘age, has its value only from the confent
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middle of the in-land Parts of Americ,,
where he had no hopes of Commerce
with other parts of the World, to draw
Money to him, by the Sale of the Pro,
du&. It would not be worth the inclo.
fing, and we fhould fce him give up a.
gain to the wild Commen of Nature
what-ever was more than would fup.
ply the Conveniencies of Life, to be

L ]

had there, for him and his Family.

49. Thus 10 the beginning all the
World was iamerica, and more {0 than
that is now; for no fuch thing as Mo.
ney was any where known. Find ou
fomething that hath the Ufe and Value
of Money amongft his Nei%hbours, you
{hall fee the fame Man will begin pre
{ently to enlarge his Pofleffiops.

¢o. But fince Gold and Silver, being
little ufeful to che Life of Man, 1n pro-

of Men, whereof labour yet makes in
arcat part the meafure, It is plain, that
the confent of Men have agreed to a dif

propots
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proportioniate and unequal Poffeffion of
the Barth 3 I mean out of the bounds of
socicty and Compaét : for in Govern-
ments the Laws regulate it, they ha-
ving by confent, found out and agreed
in a-way how a Man may righttully,
and without injury , poflefs more than
he himfelf can make ufe of by recel-
ving Gold and Silver, which may con-
tinue long in a Mans Poffeflion , with-
out decaying for the overplus, and

agreeing thofe Metals fhould have 3
value. -

' [51. And thus, I think, it is very
eafy to conceive, without any difficulty,
how labour could at firft begin a tis
tle of Property in the common things
of nature , and how the fpending it
~upon our ufes bounded it. So that
~ there could then be no reafon of quars
* relling about title, nor any doubt about
the largenefs of Pofleffion 1t gave.
~ Right and Conveniency went together.
Por as 2 Man had aright to all he could
imploy his labour upon, {o he had no
temptation to. labour for more than he
could make ufe of. This left no m(}m

. oF
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for Controvérfie about the title, ner for
incroachment on the right of others;

what Portion a Man carved to huni"elf
was eafily feen; and it was ufelefs as

;i - well as: dxﬂlone[t, to carve himfelf. too
' much, or take more than he needed. §
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